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AND 


SNARROW WeAY 
to LIFE, 


Which hath been alwayes, and full 
I'S 
The COOD OLD WAT3S 
WHEREBY 
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( becauſe of his ſin ) caſt oyt and: dead 
eM ay come to live againe 


To bim that ovtrcometh will I gve toeat # t th Th 


SL God, Rev. 2. 7. 
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Man that was once alive in the Para- #7 
diſe of God, where the Tree of hte #2 
and all true pleaſ utes werezand is how. $4 


? Ser forth by ſeverall Queſtions and Anſwi 1 Bu 
proveng every thing by che Word of G OD. N 
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Which is the good Old way; 
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Strait - Gate, © © 

And Narrow way, 


Whereby man that was once:. A 

alive in by Paradice of God; . 

*andis now caſt out and dead, 
_ may cometo live againe. 


The firſt Queſtion. 


GER 7 I 1 A T was mans fi firſt, eſtate 
if { Ml when God creatcd him; and 


| Man was then in a mall; holy 
. happy and blefled eſtate in the Rard- "2, 
 dite af, God', where the Treeoflite,” | 4 


and. 


ok» 


 vricten, Gen L. Where Cal taſd;- "Tos - 3 


iS 3 
s* 58 


Wl placed him in the Gardejn v0 
which God planted? "5M 
Anſwer. 


all: true pleaſurcs were, a$thiis 
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The Strait-Gate. 


#4 taake man 11 our awittxage, after our 
own likeneſſe,and let then have domini- 
07 over the fiſh of the Sea, and over the 
fowle's of the Aire, andiover the Cattle, 
and over all the Earth, and over every 
Creeping thing that rreepeth upon the 
Earth ; Thus God created man in his 
own Image, male and female created 
he them, and God blefled them... ec. 
Ger. 1.26; 27, 23. Gen, 2.8, 9. 
1 2 Queltinh, | 
< How: came ſin. firſt, to enter into 
. than, be being in ſo boly, happy, and 
bleſſed wr eſtate © © © 
= Anſwer. 
_ Sin did firſt enter by the Ser- 
pents ſubtil] and decentfull temptati- 
ons, when Adam as well as Eve did eat 


”. Gvill;.which God commanged'them 
-* not to cate of, ſaying unto themy For 
in the day that thou eateſt thereof, thou 
. fhalt ſurely dye. © g 
3 __.* 3. Qneſtion. TER JT 
So fin, by Adam and Eves: break- 
ing of Gods Commundenent in eat- 
ing. of the fruit of that Tree, .ovbved 
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of the Tree of knowledge of good and: | 
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l \ occaſion by the Conmundemtnt deceived 


and Narrow way \ WLife. 3 I 


firſt 5 But how came jt 7 to thit bright,” 
that death muſt necejſarily flow, 208 © 7 
only upon Adam ad Eve, bit apor all 5 
their poſterity after them © 
Anſwer. I 
It' came to” that height: by- the! 
boly and juſt Law of God, Which cons! 
mandeth all good things that man - 
ought to due, and forbiddeth all evill 
things which man ought not't6 does. 
even to the Juſting, covering, or deſre.” 
to doe evill in the Teſt degree, as the: 3 
ApoſtleP art declarethy ayingy” Þ bad... 
ſs known ſin, but by the[irws) Tor'T had) 
not known luſt, except the lib tal ſu a fl Ef 
thou ſhalt mot laft'or Lk Bit: ith D- 
ing orcaſton by ths Coin andenenut, ; - 4 
wYoatht 11 me all* manner '0 HpbS. - fo. 
ſcenes, oo without the law Fooig -- ow 
dead,” was alive without the Law . 
Once, 7746 T e Communidtthent ba Wes 
#2 2 revived angfl dyed. And the Cor 
nrandetwent that whe ordained- to life; 
I fond 1 to bennto death, Fer » Fak$ns - 


* me, and by it flew me, wherefore the law © 
'ÞO b Py and goott: Wir that then 
6: .. 2 which. - ; 


"OIL b it pew 
A "a *T > © 4 RES. . S 6 
: Wy wY CI bo 4 %> 
- . x 2 
C o 
by 


L i We 0 : - c1 by £7 5" EIT = , . Pt © 1 V bs m of 4 — 17 708 © en fS; "Ws" 0 w I © wh " Fu 
TE , W..2 v. wy a £2. - : 5s 
q : at , 
A» ” 
| ON . » ; : 
Fr A- 1Pe OIrait-Lxate 
. . c = 4 . * d 


» mhichis good made death unto me, God, | 
Forbid, but ſin that it might appeare | 
ſor by that which js good, that ſin by the 
Commandement might become exceed- 
ig ſinfull, for we know that the law is 
ſpiritual, but T am carnall, ſold under 
fir, Rom. 7. 7,8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13,14- 
- 4. Queſtion. 

Was this Adams caſe «s well as 
Pauls who knew the Law of Moſes, 
Adams fal/was long before Moles time*? 
OE. Anſwer. - 

Tt was Adams caſe he having got 
the: knowledye of the Law, by eat- | 
ing of the I rec of knowledge of good 
'and evill, which was the ſame in ſub-. | 
F _ ſtanceandefiet. So that whereas 4- 
F gamand Evebefore they had eaten, 
-., they beingnaked were not aſhamed 3 

they now having eaten,” finfull laſts 

began to, worke in them,and their eyes 
\ being opened, they ſaw their nakednes 
and weregaſhamed, and hid themſelves ' 
as well as they could from the fight-of 

God, as it is written, Gez. 3. 7,8, .' 
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Row came death to reigne .from 
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Adam to Moſes over them that had * 
not ſinned after the ſimilitude of. - 
Adams tranſerecſſuon , as Paul ſaith, : 
Rom.5.14,15. conſidering what he ſaid 
before Rom.4. Where no law 3s,there is 
0 tranſgreſſion, and in Rom. 5.13: he 
ſaith, $in is not imputed where there 3s 
0 law,from whence then came the law 
that made ſin and dcath to reigne 
over them? _—_ 
Anſwer. | 

It came from Adam and Fve.,. and 
was the ſame law that did difco- 
ver their ſinfullneſle, and made fin to- 
be ſo exceeding ſinful], as that when 
they came to have children,they could -' 
not be conceived but infin, and hkes 
themſelves, with the law and fin in” 
them), even in their hearts, and ſoſuc-' 
ceſſively from them to their children, 
which made death to reigne not only 
from Adam to Moſes, but alſo from - 1 
Moſes to this day over all people,what! _ 
and whereſoever, as Paul inte Where-' © 
fore as by one man ſin entred into the 
world, and death by ſin, ſo death paſſed' 
upon all men for that all have ſinned. .\" 
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6 The $ wer Date. FP 
Rom. 5. 12. Andas alſo the Prophet 


Y Eſaras (aid, 0 thou Adam what #aſt 


thou done. for although it was thou that 
inned, thou art not fallen alone, but we 
all that come of thee, 2 Eſdras 7. 48. 
So it hath:becn Originally from Adam 
to E/dras,and ever lince to this day,and 
will be {till untill the great change 
COME. 6. Queſtion. 

Theſe things being truly ſo, when 
was it then that ſin was dead with- 
out: thelaw;, and when was that once 
wherein Panl was aline without the law. 
as be ſaith*Rom. 7.8, 9. 

Anſwer. 
This , Wa a$11 the. time before . 4- 


Fe dan eate of the forhidden fruit, then 
| was ſin dead without the law, and then 


was Ada & we all as well as Paul be- 
ing. then'n Adars loins alive without 


= thelaw, which never was nor could 
E be fince, and therefore in this conſfide- 
- * ration doth Pax! call the'law.the.law of 
A Iz #and of death, which could not, be 
 tocalled before Adam hag « AMR. of. 


that truit; Rom. 8. 2. | 
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and Narrow wayto'Life. 


7. Queſtion. 
Might not man 'now (ſince 'the full, 
knowing the law to be ſo holy, juſt; 
and good, and ordained to life as 
Paul ET teins to juſtification from 
hie ſins, and life eternall by the workes 


o__ Anſwer. 
Adam or any man elfe conld 
have kept the law perfectly, both 
in body and in ſpirit, doing all the 
works thereof, without failing in any 
one of the Commandements thereot,as 
they are ſpirituall as well as litterall he 
might be juſtified and live thereby, as 
- it 18 written, Roe. 10. 5. according to 
Levit. 19.1. But no man made of 
| earth, ever did or could ſo keepe it, 
though many of the great knowers 
| thereof, have thought they can, and 
- .*  "qeE ſoteach. . | +4 
; 8. Queſtion. , 45 hop 354 
Could not God have heps Adatn 
| fram falling, and, continued him' and 
| - all #but ſhould. eome of: hint; ' iu \that 
| " and bleſſtd'eftate hs crented then? 
WT Anſwer. 5 24 
No doubt God conld; have Jong _ 
ET: B 4 i Io: 


"The Srait-Gate. 


beſt, and moſt for his glory, and for the 
wagnifying of his mercies, and alſo of 
his juſtice; as plainly appeareth it was 
not, neither d1d he fo determine. 

9. Queſtion. _ 

What a Was 114m in now after the 
fall, before the promiſe was made, while 
- there was n0 way known whereby he 

might poſſibly recover and live again & 
Auſw, Man was thenin a moſt mile- 
rable and Jamentable caſe,in the power 
and rule of the Serpent, who had the 
wer of death in his hand. So that if 


nedof away, whereby he would un- 
doe his works, ard deſtroy death, and 
him that had the powerof death, all 
mankind had perithed, and that old 
Serpent which is the Devill, and Satan 
would have had the rule of them all 
for ever.But God of his own meerlove 
+ that he had to mankinde, found out 
and did determine ofa way whereby 
to bring it to paſs; and that was by;the 
W Seed of the Woman, -which he ſpake 
CS ofin the of coanrgde and hearing of A4- 
: | dam 
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ſo, _ would if he had ſeene it - 


God had-not found out and determi-. - 


A 


| ond Narr "w way: to Eafe. - 
. dame and Eve, and of the Serpent, =. 
_ Ing unto him, 7 wll put enmity between 
thee and the Woman, and between thy 
ſeed. and her ſeed, it ſhall bruiſe thy 
head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his MET. 
Gen. 3-15. 
' 10. Queſtion. 

IWhat was the Seed of the Woman 
which ſhould doe this thing © 
| Anſwer. 

It was a man-childe that ſhould 
be conceived and born .of © Virgin, 
according as God ſpake by his Pro- 
phet, ſaying, Behold a Virgin ſhall con- 
ceive and bare a Son, and ſhall call his 
name Emanuel, 1/. 7 

IT. Queſtion! 

hen and in what manner was this 

C þld to be conceived ard born x 4 
Anſ wer. < 


It was to be about years after | 
the Captivity of the Fre of 1f- 
,zrael in Babylon, as. God fore-ſhewed'it | 
x "2 his Angel Gabriel unto his Prophet 
Dariel,Chap.9.25. and in the dayeg6E 
. Herod King of the Jewes, and in Man- 
ner. as Matthew and Luke declared, WG. 
"Yy. Luke w 43 
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Litke moſt largely,where he faith, 4ud_ 


72: the fiath month, 4he Augel Gabriel 
was ſent rae into a. City named 
Nazaret , to a Virein pared Fo. 2 
man; whoſe name was Joleph of the 
houſe of David, ihe Virgins name was 
Mary: And the Angel came in unto her, 
and ſaid, Hailethox that art highly fa- 
voured, the Lord 3s with thee,Bleſſed art 
thou among women. And when ſhe ſaw 
bim, ſhe was troubled at his ſaying,and 
caſt in her minde what manner of ſalu- 
tation this ſhould be : And the Angell 
ſaid unto her, fear not Mary; for thou 
haſt found favour with God, and behold 
thou ſhalt concerve in thy wombe, and 
bring forth a Son,and ſhalt call his nawe 
Joſs: he ſhall be great, and ſhall 'be cal- 
led the Son of the higheſi,., And God 


ſhall give unto him the Throne of his fa- 


ther David, and he ſhall reigne over the 


*.* » houſe of Jacob for ever,and of his King- 

' dome there ſhall be no end; Then ſaid 
Mary nxto the Angel, how ſhall this be* 
ſee? ng I know not'a man © And the An- FT 
gel anſwered and ſaid unto ber, the holy *: 


Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the pow- 
| er 
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and Narrow w 
er of the higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee 
Therefore alſo that holy thing which 
ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the 
Son of God, Luk. 1. 26. "EM 
12. Queltton. | 
How and by what meanes ſhould this 
Childe doe that great work e | 

Anſwer. Wop 

This child being the beloved Son _ 
of God,and pertectly holy even as God 
1s Holy, doing all his Commandements 
perfecly in every reſpect, which never 
any man did, and doing his will in e- 
very thing, this Lamb witkout ſpot, by 
the offering up of his body upon the _ 
Croſle unto death, and by the ſheds __* 
ding of his blood, and by his Refurre- 4 
tion from the dead; ſo (overcoming a 
death, and him that had the power or 
death, )he brought this great worke to 
paſle,according as himſelf. being. rifen 


from the dead, declared,ſaying to; his. © 
apts” © | Ys | Y PR Ys 4 1.008 2 
Diſciples;Tb»s it is written, and thus if 2 


behoved Chriſt to ſufſer,and to riſe from 
the dead the third day, . aud that repens 


7 tance, and remii/ion of ſt2r5 ſhould" be- 


| "Preached in bis name,amonsg all Nations 


beginning 


waye Life. In 


+ Þ The Sirait-Gate. 
beginning at. Jeruſalem. ' And ye 
are witneſſes of theſe things,” Luke 
24. 46,47, 4%. _ 

12. Queſtion. 
 Wereall theſe things included in 
the promiſe to Adam, and intended 
thereby, and preached ſo generally,as in 
aud by theſe words of Chriſt is declared? 


OR. 
i <8 AN ſ1 wer. 
4 Yea they were, and it was ſo. 


And 4dam knew that repentance and 
remniion of fins, was now by the pro- 
miſc granted, and fo generally prea- 
ched to all ; So that whereas before 
the promiſe was made, all mankinde 


oY 


__ TWnanunrecoverable eſtate by the Law, 

. were now by the promiſe ſet out 
t thereof, and a way ſet forth and laid 
& open before them. So that whoſoever 
}  fhculd repent him ofhis fins, and with 
+. true forrowfulneſle of his heart, and 
-— tears therefrom, confeſle them unto 
God and aske mercy and forgiveneſle, 
for his mercy and promiſe ſake,” he 


e. from 


being then in Adazzs loyns dead, and 


ſhould have mercy and forgiveneſle of ., 
kis iftis, and life eternall aſfured him 


C 


4 


from - Heaven by the holy Spirit of 
| God. 'And what can any man in the 
world, or the whole world of men de- 


ſire more gracious and faire then this 


which God doth here grant, and Chriſt 
his beloved Sonne hath ſo dearly pur- 
| chaſed for us, and is ſo greatly g or our 
"good, 14. Queſtion. 


By what meanes and how Was this 


gracious grant of God preached ſo to 
all in all times, from the dayes. bo... 


Adam to Chriſt andever ſince & A 


Anſwer. 


It was firſt of all preached to Adans * J 


by the word of God, the word of the 


promiſe concerning the ſeed of the . 
woman,which he now underſtood and. 


beleeved, and conf; idering his miſera- 
ble and wofull eſtate he had brought 
himſelfe unto by his fins, he began'ts_ 
bethink himſelfe what. to doe, ſaying 
in his heart, I will goe to my Father, 
and confeſle my fins unto him with” 


tears from my heart, and befeech him _ 7 


to ſhew his mercy unto ie, to forgive 
me, and to receive. me into bis favour” 
and Jove againe, to live in his houſea- 
p mong. 


" Narrow: Way to Life. 13, 2 


14 The Strait-Gate. 
mong his ſervants, which God his fa- 
ther from Heaven percetving,and how- 
Adams heart was, turned, his loft Son 
- that had ſo ill ſpent his portion, was 
coming toward him, he goes out as it 
were to meet him, and ſeeing him fo 
truly ſorrowfull for hisfins, and weep- 
ingand ready, to fall down before him, 
he embraceth Inm, he kifſeth him;and 
- taketh him hometo his houſe; andin 
the preſence of his holy Angels rejoy- 
ceth greatly, 'and faith, This my Son. 
Adaza that, was loft is found, that was 
deadis now alive againe. Such joy is 
therein Heaven,over one {inner that 
repenteth, as Chriſtſaith, Tke 15. 10. 
From. this time did Adam preach the 
:ameto his Children, and exhort them 
: ſotorepent., _ 
A ONO, 15. Queſtion. | 
_ What effect did Adams preaching 
and exhorting take in his Children. 
 — og 
It tooke good 'effet in' the heart 
of Abel, but 'not fo in the heart of . 
Cain, Abels heart was turned unto'God* * 
by. repentance; and God had reſpect” 
"Fey | unto 
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him.,ſo here began the ennity berween 


ne, ci OO WTI: 7 Vroom 
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unto A4beland his offering, but notun« 
to Cain.and! his offering, for whick 
cauſe Caing wrath was kindled again(t 


his bruther; and he rofe up and, kilked 


the ſeed of the Serpent, and the ſeed 
of the Woman firſt, to-appear:. on": 
16. Queſtion. 10 
What was the caſe now Abel 
being ſlain'; what became of Gain, 
and bywhow was thewerd of grace prea=: 
ched and continued. | \ UHINY 
k * , br Anſwer. | L a4 
As for Cav he wasſent awaypftrom: 
the preſerice of. God... and from >: 
dam alſo; but. with Adaw the' word) 
of grace continued, and was preached®  * 
by htm to the dayes' of Seth, and by _ 
Shethtothe dayes. of Enos, and/ffrom 
Enos to Noah, and from Noahto 4bra-' 
ham, and from  Abgabim to Moſetaud® 
the Prophets, #hd ' from them tothe 
dayes' of Fohx:the Baptiſt; and-of Jefiis 
Chriſt and -his holy Apoſtles, al whoſe: 
words do preachunto-usalltorhis days 
And beſides this theworks of 'Godiths' 
Heavens, the Earth, MC aan q 
; Of. - F. 
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of Godto all in all times and 'places, 
giving to all, fruitfull ſeaſons, filling 
their hearts with food and gladneſle. 
all which things did alwayes, and doe 
ſtill declare that God is gracious to 
mankinde, and is to be found, and doe 
kead to repentance, as 1t 1s Written, 
Rom. I. 19, 20, & 10. 18. 

[= r7. Queſtion: 

. Now ſeeing God hath been and 
7 ſo gracious unto us, as to do ſuch 
+. great things for #5, and.to ſet Jo faire # 


| Way open before us, as np man can deſire 


7t:more., what is the reaſon that 'wve doe 


70. accept thereaf; and repent all of us. 


ſpeedily, but rather go on int our ſinfull 
Wayes to deſtracGion? 


\ Anſwer. ' | ie 


\. The reaſon of this is the hard 
nefle of our hearts, and ftifleneſle 


ofour necks, we count. our- ſelves. ſo; 


wiſe, and have ſuch high. thoughts of 


our ſelves, that we hold it a thing. fit; 
for fovules, and' not for wiſe men to; 
{orrow; to weepe, to mourne for 'vur; - 
ſins; and with tears from our hearts.to\. 
confelſethemunto God, and:ask mer- / 
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| cyand remiſſion, though God be never 


| \mbxace the preſent pleaſures rather. 


and Narrow way to-Eife. 1 7 IJ 


ſo ready and willing to fhew mercy, 

and to rernit all, we make no recko- 

'ning of it, eſpecially if we have any 
high place,or plenty of the world, we 

ay though our conſcience (accuſing- _.. 

i for our ſins) be troubled, as it may 7 


'* im other way tocaſe orquiet it,then 


" (fe eternall, as Adam, Abel, Seth, 


>. ſomtimes, yet we will rather ſeek 


) bow down ſo low, asto repent in 
ch manner, for mercy, to doe ſome 
eritorius works, rather, as may, fuit 
ith out high minds, like as did thoſe _ + 
itient doctors and Scribes of the peo- -- ;t 
le of Iſrael, of as they of Rowe fave A 
bhe and doe,or any other ſ{trickt way 
f forme, or doing, though coſtly and *:# 
ainfull, ſo repentahce way be avoy- 
ed, that goes to the heart, it is the 
rait-Gate, aud Narrow way that the | 
jord Jeſu ſpeaks of, Matth. 7. which .. 
ew find. 183. Queſtion. © | 
; ' How is it then that ſome do find” 
it, aud enter. and walke therein to 


; LNOS, Noah; Abraham. Moles, the pro- K 
Hg oy C .  phets 
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of Godto all in all times and 'places, 
giving to all, fruitfull ſeaſons, filling 
their hearts with food and gladneſle. 
all which things did alwayes, and doe 
ſtill declare that God is gracious to 
mankinde, and 1s to be found, and doe 
kead to repentance, as 1t is Written, 
Rom. I. 19, 20, & 10. 18. 

Sls 7. Queſtion: 


Now ſeeing God hath been and. 


# ſo gracious unto u3, as to do ſuch 


|. _ great things for ws, and.to ſet ſo fairex 


way open before us, as no man can deſire 


Tt more, what is the reaſon that we doe 
not accept thereaf; and repent all of us 


ſpeedily, but rather go on in our ſinfull 
wayes to deſiracGion? Y 
exe) \ Anſwer. 


The reaſon of this is the bhard- 


nefle of our hearts, and ſtifleneſle 


_ of our necks, we count our- ſelves ſo; 


wiſe, and have ſuch high. thoughts of 


our ſelves, that we hold it a thing. fit', 


for foules, and' not for wiſe men to 


{urrow; to weepe, tv mourne far vu; - 
ſms, and with tears from our.hearts.to. © | 
confellc themunto God, and:ask mer- / | | 
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cy and remiſſion, though God be never 
ſo ready and wilting to fſhew mercy, 
and to retnit all, we make no recko- 
ning of it, eſpecially if we have any 
high place,or plenty of the world, . we 
embrace the preſent pleaſures rather. 

Nay though our conſcience (accuſing- 
us fot our fins) be troubled, as it may 

be. ſointimies, yet we will rather ſeek 

ſom other way toeaſe or quiet it,then 

to bow down ſo low, asto repent in 

ſuch manner; for mercy, to doe ſome 
meritorius works, rather, as may. fuit. 
with out high minds, like as did thoſe 
antient doctors and Scribes of the peo- 
ple of 7/rael, of as they of Rowe have 
dohe and doe,or any other {trickt way 


of forme, or doing, though coſtly and *:# 


painfull, ſo repent ahce way be avoy- 


ded, that goes to the heart, it is the 
Strait-Gate, and Narrow way that the 


Lord Jeſu ſpeaks of, Matth. 7. which 


few nd. 19. Queſtion. "I 
How 7s at ther that ſome do find. 


it, and enter, and walke therem to 


life eternall , as Adam, Abel, Seth, 
'Enos, Noah; Abraham, Moſes, the pro-. + 
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phets to Chriſt and bje Apoſtles, and 


ſome oo gs 'f0 this day, what 1s the 


Enos ©. ARIWRe-.. - 
Tt never was nor is, nor can be by 
mans own w1ll or power as of himſelf, 


but by the will and power of God, as 
the Lord Jeſus Chrilt ſaith, Except 4 


true reaſon and cl e of this © 


man be born from above of water and of 


the. Spirit, he cannot enter into the 


Kingdome of God, Joh. 3. Againe he 


— ak 


{aith, All that the Father giveth. me, 
ſhall come to me. Apgaine, I came down 


from Heaven, not to doe my own will,but 


the will of him that ſent me. And again, | 


No 21am can come to me, except the Fas 
ther that hath ſent me draw him, Joh.6. 
->, ; 39 Lon, 
| Now what 1s the reaſon of this 


great difference, that ſome few ſhould 


be ſo much favoured of God, as to be 
brought by him to Repentance, and to 
be given of him to Chriſt, and the reſt 
left as not regarded of him, This 3s 4 
matter that concerns us much to wnder- 


ſtand 


Anſwer- | 


| 


and! + way t Life. 19 


| Anſwer. | 
The reaſon hereof Chfilt aoth in 
part declate, by his ſaying, thar the fa- 
ther giveth them to him; which doth 
imply, that they were his Fathers be- 
fote by Eleftion, according to that 
which Paul ſpeuketh, Rom: 9.10. And 
as-Chtiſt in ahvther place ſaith, Thize 
they tbere;nird thon taveſt them we, Joh. | 
I = ff And in that he ſaith;T cane to doe 
ewill of him that ſent me, he decla- 
reth vo hop that jt was the Fathers 
will i ſhould be ſo. 
| 20. Queſtion. - 
How may we vnderf and theſe things 
Jtt tote plairly ? | 
Anſwer. 
| Weare here to conſider and up-' 
derſtand,that the Lord God moſt high, 
before he created the heavens of the 
Earth, Angels or men, of any other 
thing; he did foreknow and determine 
of the end and uſe they fhould ſerve 
for, and be for rin which was 
hot” inthe firſt world which he de-. 
; ftroyed for the wickedneſle thereof 
with he waters of a flood,” nor in this | 
A SH 4 world g 
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_ world which he will diflolve for the 


great wickedneſle and ins of it by fire; 
But for a world to come wherein all 
things ſhall be ſo exceedingly good, 
and ſomuchto his glory and for- the 
magnifying of his mercies, and his ju- 
ſtice, & his goodneſs in every reſpect, 
as nothing could or can be more. And 
concerning his Angels and men, whom 


he intended to make , though ne- 


ver ſo neerly like him, yet they could 
not be Gods equallin all things with 
himſelf, but creatures, and ſo ſubjects 
and ſervants to him that created them. 
And God foreknowing their natures, 
and that although he ſhould require 
no other duty of ſervice from them 
unto him.then ſuch as they could with 


pleaſure performe, yet they would be 
diſobedient and not ſtand before him, 
but fall from him & periſh: Therefore 


God who had reſpect to his eternall 


ends, did elect fome of his Angels to 


ſtand and be kept by his word and Spi- 
rir for to ſerve him and praiſe hum in 
holinefle and joyfullneſſe for ever, 
and of mankind whom he foreſaw as 


fallev, 


by 
. 
| 


URS 1 


fallen, ſo many as he would have re- 
deemed by his Son Jeſus Chriſt, whom 
he intended to ſend into the world, for 
the ſame and other great ends. And 
but for his ſake by whom and for 
whom he created all things, his firſt 
born of every creature, by whom all 
things conſiſt, and for his elect ſake, 
and for his own glory ſake, which he 
will have to be and remaine eternally, 


| he would never have made the world, 


as his holy prophet declareth, 4 Eſd. 

Chap. 6. 55» 50, 57> 58, 59+ ; 
21. Queſtion. = 

All theſe things being underſtood, 

we deſire to know yet further, what © 

thoſe ſpeciall graces. and gifts of God 

are, which peculiarly pert aine to Gods 

Ele@, whereby they may be diſtinguiſhed 


from other people, which doe receive *% 
ſome other great graces as well as theye . © 


Anſwer. | 
Fhe firſt grace peculiar to Gods E- 
le&,.1s his election of them of his meer 
freelove unto them, and his predeſtt= 
nating of them to thoſe ſpeciall'graces, 


' + andblefſed and glorious ends, which 


C3 the 
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the Apoſtle Paxl ſpeaks of , where he 
ſaith, Bleſſed, be the God and Father of 


our Lord and Saviour Ft Chriſd, wha 
hath bleſſed us with al "71 

ſings in heavenly things in Chrift,accar- 
ding as be hath choſen us in him befare 
the foundation of the warld, that we 
ſhould be holy and without blamo before 
hine in love, having predeflinated us 
apito the Adoption of Children by Jeſus 
Ebriſt to himſelfe, according to the 
good pleafure of bis will, &c, Eph. x. 
4, 5, 6, 7,8. And as he alſo faid, 4udt 
all things worke together for good to 
them that love God,tq them that are the 
called according to ' his purpoſe,” for 
whom be did foreknow, he alſo did pre» 
deſtinate to be conformed to the Inge 
he Son, that he might be the fort 
borne amons many brethren, Rom. 8. 


Roo $6: . 
hs ” 22. Queſtion. _ 

Now ſeeing #t is ſo bhat God made 
the world for the ſaks of his Son Feſns 
Chriſt,his firſt borne of every Creature, 
and for his Ele fſake,vhom he had cho- 
ſtr in him before the foundation of the 
EL porn Oe RE - | wor ld, 


L ſpiritnatl bleſ- 


CT 
OED 


bh a ttt en 


ER. 
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| feFed in them? 


E. & 


world, and predeſtinated them ta thoſe 
blefed, holy, and glorious ends, and that 
of his own good will and pleaſure, as 

ath been EEhreb we deſire to Know yet 
more particularly what thoſe graces are 
which God doth cauſe to'be wYought in 
thoſe his choſen here in the world, and 
in what manner they are cauſed and ef- 


| dnlwer, © 

The firft graces peculiar to Gods E- 
lect, are theſe two, Repentance, and 
Remiſſton of fins , the firſt being the 
preparation to the ſecond, for fo it way 
appointed and ordered of God, And 
therefore when he fent his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt into the World, he fent his meſ- 
ſenger ( Johz the Baptiſt ) to prepare 
the way before him, who with great 
power of the ſpirit which God gave 
him, went forth and preached, crying 
outunto the people with great lamen- 
tation, and many tears, faying, Repent 
for the Kingdome of Heaver'is at hand. 
And many of the people were turned unto 
God by his powerſull Miniſtry, did re- 
pent ſorrowing mourning intloufeſing 
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their er unto God, as it 1s written, 
Matth. 3.2. Mark 1. 5. Unto whom 
John ſaid, I indeed baptize you with 
water to Repentance,but he that cometh 


after me 7s mightier then 1, whoſe ſhooes 


T am not worthy ts beare, he ſhall bap- 
tize you with the holy Ghoſt, andwith 
She, Marth. 2.11. Mark 1. 7,8. And 
John ſeeing Chriſt coming unto him, 
{aid unto them.,Behold the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the ſins of the 
world. And Chriſt himſelfe alſo after 
be had received the Spirit from God 
his Father, he jn the power thereof 
with great zeale and tears preached, 
and ſaid, The time 3s fulfilled, The King- 
dome of Heaven is at hand, repent and 
beleeve the Goſpel, Matth. 4. 17. Mark 
I.15. The Goſpel being the glad ti- 
dings of peace, and remiſltion of fins, 
which being beleeved by the repen- 
tant ſinner, purifieth his heart, and 
ſpeaketh peace unto it, 
23. Queſtion, 

 _ Didthe Ajoſtles of Chriſt after they 
had received the Gift of the holy Spirit 
from heaven preach in the ſame manner. 
{= Anſwer, 


bs 


. _ OT Dead: 


þe 
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Anſwer. * 

| Yea they did, as it may plainly be 
ſeene by their preaching at Jersſalene 
the ſame day to the people that had 
killed the Lord of Glory, when Peter 
firſt of all,cryed out unto them, ſaying, 
Repent and be baptized every one of you 


into the name of the Lord feſws Chriſt, 
for the remiſſior of fine excl ye all 


ceive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, AQt.2, 
38. And after this; when he preached 
to Corxelixs & laid, The word which God 
ſent unto the Children of [{rael, preach- 
ing peace by Jeſus Chriſt (be is Lord of 
all )theword I ſay you know,w# was pub- 
liſhed throughout all Jadea, & began in 
Gallilee after the baptiſm, which John 
preached,at wh time the Holy Ghoſt was 


_ given, as it iswritten, AC. 10. 36,37, 


And by Pazl at Antioch, He preaching 
tothe people in that place,and mentio- 
ning David, ſaid unto them, Of this 
mans ſeed hath God according to his 


_ promi Rp [{racl a Saviour Fe- 


«\ Ju5 when ohn had, firſt before his com- 


72g, preached the Baptiſme of Repen- 


! * tance to allthe people of Tſrael, At. 13: 


23, 24. And after this to thoſe Dilci- 


ples at Epheſws, who having been pre- 
pared by Jobs baptiſme of repentance 
and were now by Paxles preaching un- 


 tothem, Baptiſed into the name of the 


Lord Jeſus, then he layed his hand on 
thew,e* the holy Ghoſt was given them, 
Act. 19.5, 6, 7. The like alſo was by 
Peter and Johr performed, unto the 
people that Philip had prepared at 
Samaria, AG.$.16,17, And Pal againe 
to the elders and people of the Church 
at: Epheſn, ſaith, that he kept nothing 
backet 

ed them, and tatght them publiquely 
an for honſe to houſe, teſtifying both 


to the Jewes, and alfo to the Greekes, 


repentance toward God,and faith in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, AC. 20. 

IE 24. Queſtion. 

What is then that Baptiſme which 
Chriſt ſpake of,to bis Diſciples after his 
reſurreFion from the dead, ſaying unto 


them, All power 7 Heaven and earth is | 


given to me, goe ye therefore and. teach 
all' nations » baptizing them. in the 
azire of the Father, and of the Son, 


at was profitable, but had ſhew- 


and 
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4xd of the $01, wan the Holy Ghoſp, 
Mat.28, 18,19-a9 allo Mark. 16.15, 7 
Anjt fwer. 
The Baptiſme in theſe places which 
Chriſt anded his Apoſtles t to bap- 
tize thoſe of the Natians with, whom 
they were to teach, is the very ſame- 
which they b the power, and gift” 
of the Holy Ghoſt given them fron 


| - above, did faithfully performe, 1 all 


the foxementioned places, as repen- 
tance toward God the Father, which 1s, 
to be baptized in his name, and faith 
In the Lord Jeſus Chritt, which 1s, ta 
be baptized into his name for remiſſion 
of fins, and the Gitt of the Holy Ghoſt _ 
in the third place, all which their own 


words and works doe declare, and this 


is the Baptiſm which Peter ſaith, faveth 
5, 1 Pet. 3,21, according as Mark 
doth plainly exprelle it, ſaying, 4nd he 


that helegveth and is baptifed ſhall be 


Javeg.....And 8 Pavl faith, Kao ye nat 


that ſatagny of #9 as mere baptiſed into 
; Jeſus Ebrif , -Were- baptifed at 0. his 
death, therefore we. are buried With hin. 


bh, bopviſme into death, that like pag 4A 
Cbrift 
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Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead by 
the Glory of the Father, ſo we ſhould 
walke in newneſſe of life, &c. Rom. 6. 
3,4, 5- And againe, He ſaith ye are | 
compleat in him who is the head over all | 
Principalities and powers, in whom al- * 
Jo ye are circumciſed with the circumci- 
1072 made without hands, in putting off | 
the body of the ſins of the fleſh, by the 
Circumciſion of Chriſt, buried with hin 
3z2 baptiſme, wherein alſo you are riſen | 
with himthrough the faith of the ope- | 
ration of God who hath raiſed him from 
the dead, Colo. 2. 10, 11,12. If we 
then ſaith he, be riſen with Chriſt, ſeeke 
thoſe things which are above, &c. Col. 
3. I. And of theſe two, the baptiſme 
of Repentance,and the baptiſme of the 
Holy Ghoſt and Fire, doth the new 
birth from above conſiſt, Joh. 3. 
25. Queſtion. I 
Ts not the baptiſm with the water of _ 
ſprings or rivers, atall intended in | 
thoſe forementioned places, nor in that 
eſpectally, Matth. 28. 19. Which hath » 
been ſo loug time praticed with ſaying, 
Tbaptize thee in the name of the Fa-' 
Sk ther, 


Q 


/2 
(4 
Z 
EC 
4 


/ 
/ 


© 


* that beareth witneſſe, becauſe the Spirit 
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ther, and of the. Son, &C. as not ouly by 2 

them of Rome, but by others alſo; even 
ow to this day. | 


PP, an 
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Anſwer. | 

No, It 18 not at all intended in any 
of the places, no more then the very 
body or fleſh of Chriſt is in the bread 
of the Sacrament of the Supper of 
Chriſt, or his very bloud in the wine, 
and ſocaten and drunk into peoples 
bodies, as they of Koxze doe make the 
people beleeve it 1s, neither is the ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt carried or conveyed by 
the water or words they ſpeak, when 
they baptize therewith, nor in the 
bread or wine of the ſupper, what 
words or actions ſoever they uſe, nay, 
they are but ſtgnes of true ſpirituall 
and heavenly things, when they are 
uſed in the beſt manner. By 

| 26. Queſtion. 

What doth the Apoſtle John meane, 
where he ſaith, ſpeaking of Chriſt, this 
zs he that came by water and bloud, even 
Jeſus Chriſt, not by water only, but by 
water and bloud, and it is the Spirit 
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#trnth. For there are three that beare 
record in Heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, und theſe 
tbree are one : And there are three that: 
beare witneſſe ittgarth, the Spir#t, and | 
the Water, and the Blond, and theſe | 
three agree in one, 1 John 5, 6,8” | 
Rep . Anſwer. EL 
- Joby {peaketh here of the very 
fame things before ſpoken of, That as © 
God the Father, and the Word; and | 
the Holy Ghoſt: which: are one, doe 
beare record im Heaven, with his holy | 
Angelsn them, and with the ſpirits of 
hisfatthfull ſervants in and unto thern, 
of his truth, ſo, the water or tears of | 
repentance , and the forgiveneſſe of : 
fins through faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the holy ſpirit of truth ; theſe ate the 
three that beare witneſle to the truth, 
in all the true and faithfull ſervants of 
God here on earth, Which three wit- 
neſſes the Apoſtles of Chriſt had in 
them, bearing witneſle to the truth 
which they preached,” for it was the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by the offering up , 
of his body on-the Croffe to death,and | 
ſhedding- 
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ſhedding of his bloud,' and the water 


which came forth of hts fide, with the 
ſpeare that purchaſed repentance and 
remihon offins, the baptiſme or birth 
of water, and of the Holy Ghoſt for us, 
which he therefore, being riſen from 


_ the dead, declarednnto his Diſciples, 
 & gavecommiſſion & Commandement 


unto them, that they ſhould preach 32 
his nate among all nations begining at 
Jeruſalem, as the Evangeliſts Matth. 
28,15. Mar. 16. 15. Luk, 24. recor- 
deth., and'that Chriſt ſaid unto them 
Te are witneſſes of theſe things, And be- 
hold I ſend the promiſe of my father np= 
02 y0u, butt tarry ye in the city of Jeru- 
falem, untill ye be endued with power 
from on high, which they, having 're- 
ceived that Gift and' power, did per- 
forme, beginning at Jeruſalem,as before 
& declared. _ 
EY F | 37 nn. | 

Did #0t the Apoſtles of Chriſt preach 
repentance and aca ya befor 
they received that power of the Holy 


1. , F#pirit from on high? 


Anſwer. 


- 33 The Stirait-Gate, 


6 Anſwer. 5 

. No, they did not, but the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelfe did, yet not be- 
fore he had received the holy Spirit 
from God the Father 3 Then he began 


. firſt in Gallilee to preach and to ſay, Re- 


pert and belceve the Goſpel, as it 1s re- 


- corded of him, Mat. 4. 17. Mar. 1.15. 


Luk, 7.21. Joh. 3. 35- according to. 
the prophelie of the Prophet 7/a.61.1. 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, and 
he hath ano;nted me to preach. good ti- 
dings to thepoor, to bind up the broker 


abearted, exc. which tooke great effect 


among the people at that time, and in 
that woman etpecially, which came in- 
to the houſe of the Phariſee where her 
Lord was at meate, and faliing down be- 
hind him waſhed his feet with her tears, 
and wiped them. with the hair of her 
head.,and kiſſed them,@ anoynted then 


"with her oyntment .0f whom Chriſt hin- 


Jef giveth teſtimony in reproof to the 
Phariſee that in his heart murmured a- 
gainſt hint, ſaying unto him, ſeeſt thou 
this woman, Tentred into thine houſe, 
thou gaveſt me no water for my jeeh, 
Rn | ut 


| + thefeaſt of Tabernacles, ſpake.. 


but ſhe hath waſped my feet with.tears, 
and wiped them with the haire of her 


head 5 Thou gaveſt me 20 kifſ e, but this | 


woman ſince the time 1 came in, bath 


not ceajedto kijſe my. feete 5 My .bead 
but this 
woman hath anoznuted my feete with 


with oyle thou didſi not anoynt, 


ogntment : HW herefore 4 ſay unto thee, 
Her ſins which are many are forgiven, 
Luk. 7.44:4545,47-: Her.many teares 
teſtifying her true repentance, the bap- 
tifme or birth of water, and her much 
love to Chriſt, the forgiveneffe of her 


ſins; the birth or baptiſme of the holy | 


Ghoſt. For although the body of 
Chriſt was not+yet offered upon the 
Crofle,nor the water and. blood come 


forth of his lide with the { peare, yet it 


was ſcene of God,: and 1n account 


with him, 2s the price wherewith they | 
ill of his choſen'from the beginning A 


were tought, and repentance. and. re- 


miſſion of fins purchaſedfor them. 
[ 28, Queſtion. 


| What is the meaning of theſe : vards 4 


of Chriſt,” which be.in hot giver day of 


9,” 
ye 
"44 
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FAITE he ſtood #rd eryed, ſaying, 
Tf 1b: man thirſt, let him come unto me 


antl drinke ; He that belteveth in me, 
ast 
belly ſha#l flow rivers oft the water of ey 


Jotm 7. 99-38; 559.3 
Anſwer.” | 


Chriſt by his ſayihg, If any wars 
thirſt, meaneth the repentant man 
thar thirſteth for peace and reconcilia- 


tion with God 3 And-by his ſaying;Lles 


him come unto me and Arink, to come 
and beleeve in him for the remiflion 
of hisſins, andtherefore he ſpake fur- 


ther and ſaid; He that beleeveth in me, 


as the Sctipture hath'ſaid, ont of bis 


_ belly, uf bo rivers of the water of life. 
T. 5h ke { aith John of the ſpirit, 
Which they wth beleeved in _ ſhould 


Feceibe © ? Tor as yet the holy Ghoſt was 


not gruen, becanſe Teſws was not yet 


glorifged, ver. 39. By which words 


andL 


God, 


to dritike: thereof, that" 
drank: ! 


e Scripture hath ſaid, out of "ſis 


&rine by Chriſt; i is manifeſt | 
hat nq man 1s or can be atrue Miniſter © 
| ſoas to tminiſiterite word or | 

water of life out ofhis belly for others * 
hath not (firſt | + 


_ men = 
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dranke ofit himſelfe, *that' hath noe 
> thoſe;three that bear witneſs in earth, 
, the : Spirit, and the Water; and 'the 
# | Bloud; bearing witnefſe with: him to 
j the. eriith, that is not bornifrom above 

of waterand'vf the {pirit, the 'watet 


or tears of repentance toward God,and 
the ſpirit of faith in. the-Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; to the remiſſion of his ſins.untd 
whom only the promiſe of the ſpirit of 
prophelie belongeth; that which-'God 
promiſed to powre out uponalliflefh 
in\thefe latter dayes,/s- har their forts 


| ard" their” daughttrs ſoald prop vg 
ls. | ry 3 Bs __ T% - 

Fs | fl! © Queſtion) - AY i* 

WW. ion 1045 « thi: promiſe Jr «. al fo 
f, be performed Wy 

d ; A Anſwer ./ hb 2000 912 3 
if » It "was to be' ertbtned within 


+ | ſorne: few dayes after Chriſts aſcehfion . 
Is rtoi Heaven, as he told them'4@# x. 
which was wheti theiday of *Pettecoſt - 
was fully come; AF. 2. 1, 2,-3z, 4/0. 
Atawhich time the Apoſtles! boil mm 


vs | rhoCiy 'of Jerwſulths copetket An Ont 
{ '}* phatcy\s cording tothe" —_ F 
IK Ok 2 | OR. ' 
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 mentof:the Lord, Lxk. 24.49. The 
| holy Ghoſt came upon them. and they 
were ſo filled therewith, that: they 
ſpake and preached tothe people with | 
ſuch power of the ſpirit, as cauſed 
'themtobe amazed and to wonder,and 
to ſay unto them, Aer and Brethrex 
what ſhall/we doe £ unto which the A- 
-poltle:Peter, who had declared: many 
"great things uuto them before, anſwe- 
Tredrvith;great power and zeale of the 
Spirit; and {aid untothem, Repert and 
.beihaptized every one of you into the 
zante: of t he\Lord Jeſs: Chriſt, for\ the 
Temijſuon of ſins, and.ye ſhall receive the 
Cift of the boly 'Ghbft, Act. 2. So the 
water of life which;they drank uf, did 
flow veer their bellies, according to 
the word of Chriſt;ever rivers thereof. 
and+imahy - thouſands of - peuple did 
exinke of it from their mouths at tha 
timeapdin thoſe dayewiAnd ' many 
thouſands more'from thaeime to this 
day, ,by.their wordaand#teftimenics 


high are writteng?s for; whom-alſo 
.Chraft prayed, ſayingy+Neithenipray 1 
forthaſe 


pricey but forothem alſe>1 t 
e =002-- ſhall 


<» - Og 


' 
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ſball beleeve: on me through, theiv.. ” 
that they all may be ene, &c." Joh. 17, 
20, 21. And herein alſo:are thofe, 
words of Chriſt fa! hled, which he. 
ſpake to his Diſctples,; laying, verily, 
I erily, T ſay unto you, He that heleeveth, 
on me, the workes that T do,gfhall be doe; * 
alſo, and greater workes then theſe ſhall, - ? 
he doe, becauſe Tgoe to my F Hr; Cc, A 
John 14. 12. 
20. Queſtion, 


What 7 Js « L// Thy aning of theſe _ 


which Chriſt ſpake. alſo, to thoſe his A 


Diſciples ſaying, It is expedient for you-- 
that I goe away, for if 1, goe not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you, 
but if I depart, T will ' ſend hint anto Jou,, 
And when heis come, he will convince, © 
the world of ſin, and o rightconfweſſes . 
and of judgment. 8&c. John 16. & 4 
Anſwer. WT 
Chriſt {peaketh here of. fl - Ga = 
Spirit of wth, which the Apaltlesxe- 
ceived at that. time beforementioned, 
and was to be with his.true Churchfor h 
ever, as he (aid; unto: TE (6 I4,, 4 
| * 44d 4 Twi! Pp" agthe Father, heſbal "i 
| D 3 giug c - 


E 2. 33 [ITY Fhe * Strat. v7 iGate.: TKH 
FF give you another Comforter,that he ma ry 
abide with you for ever,even the Spirit 
of truth' whow the World cannot re- 
ceive, &c. verl. 16, 17. This Spirit 
of trath-which was to abide with the. .,&+ 
Chureh of Chriſt for ever, ſhould con- WM 
vince the mbelieving world of fin,;be- Þ 
caule they beleeve not him who is the 
only begotten Son of God; he being 
declared unto them. And of rrghte- 
.. 9uſneſſe, that is, of having not done a- 
Hy works of righteoufneſſe 5 Theſe 
things which Chriſt himſelfe did con- 
_ vince theevill world'of, before.ſhould 
the ſpirit of truth, being with his 
Church;:conyince them of now in his 
roome,” becauſe he was: to goe unto 
God'his Father, and they. ſhould ſee 
him noTmmore, till he ſhot#] come'tn his 
glory. 'frd of judgment Mo, Becaufe 
the Prince of this World ( the Devill) 
which taleth in the hearts of all fuch 
£Ekildren of difobedtence; (ts judged 
already ) even fothey as'Chriſt ſaid, 
| Mark 16. 1: $:78, ' For,as the | 
\. word * wy ceing declared by the : 
Spirit Trach, is the avoir of lifeto *F * 
TT.» Gods þ 


. 


- 


To .-- WOES upon the three Cities. Corazin, 
WW Beth/aida, and: Capernanm, Mat. 11. 
F- And upon thoſe $cribes,and Phariſees, 


- and Narrow mey.to, Life. 32 * 
Gods Electl ſo-oh the contraxy,it is. the * * 
 ſavgur of death x0 the. unpheleeytn 

world that periſh. And for this cauſs 
it was that: Chriſt pronounced thoſe 


and Hypocrites, Matth, 23.. Becauſe 
they repented. xyjO0t. , becaule they be- 
lieved not, though Job the ' Baptiſt 
had preached the baptiſme of Repen- 
tance unto them, with ſtrong cryes and 
tears, and Chriſt himfelfe alſo, and the 
Goſpel of peace, , 
' 31, Queſtion, = 
How are we to: underſtand the words 
of Chriſt, where he ſaith of John the 
Baptiſt, that he was. not only 4 Prophet; 
but more then a Prophet, and that 4- 
mong all them that are borne of women, 
there hath uot viſeuw a greater then 
John the Baptiſt £ And yet ſaith , That 
he which is leafs. in; the Kinngdome af 
Heaven, is greater then he - | 
; Anſwer. +13 | E 
Jobn: the Baptiſt: wasa great:'Prophet 1: 
indeed, yea fo grezt,. asthere had not /? 
| | _ been - 
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been a greater- then the, before 1m 
born of Women, eſpecially in reſpect 
_ of the great worke which God had 
appointed and prepared him for to do, 
as Chriſt himſelf alſo teſtifyeth of hin, 
ſaying,This is he of whom it is written, 
Behold 1 ſend my meſſenger before thy 
face, "which ſhall prepare thy way before 


thee, Matth. 11. 10. And faith alfo-of 


him, 7 his is the Elias which was for ta 
come, verl. 14. And the way that he 
was to prepare and make ready tor the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, was the hearts: of 


the people which he was toturnc unto 


YH ' God by a powerfull preaching unto 


"them the Baptiſme of Repentance.tor 
the'renuſſion of ſins, and exhorting 
_ them with ſtrong cryes and-teares, to 
-bring forth trujtes meet for: Repen- 
tance; to'weepe and mourne with 
forrowfullneſle of heart tor their fins, 
"and with-teares to confeile them unto 


God, which 1s | to: be baptized: with 


water 3 Joh himſelfe being baptized 
with the ſame. kind of water, by a 
- power frem Heaven, and with the ho- 


'TySpirit of God 3. So he havying.the | 
nf "> 3,-k Spirit | 


$2, 


F 


and Narrow way t& Life. "> 


Spirit and power ( which Flizs Bs 4 
given-him of God trem- Heaven, :he 
came, as it is written, The word of God 
\ | came unto John the ſon of Zecharias in 
the Wilderneſſe, and he came into all 
| #heConntry about Jordan, preaching the 
/ baptiſme of repentance, for the remijſios 
of ſins, Luk. 3. 2,3. 
b ' 31. Queftion. 
| Was the water or tears of repentance 
| 142 water (then) which John was ſent 
| of God to baytize with, and ſo to  prer 
| pare the way of the AY e 
/ | 4nſwer. 
Yea it was, and ſo doth Jobs hip 
| lelfedeclare, where he ſaith, 7 indeed . ; 
| baptize you with water to repentance, i 
bat he that cometh after me, is mightier '* :- 
then 1, whoſe ſhooes I am wot worthyto 
beare, be ſhall { baptiz.e you with the hoty 
& Ghoſi and with fire, $c. Viatth. 3,v»hk. 3 
'. Mark.3.8. And when John ſaw Je- 5 
jus coming unto bimhe-[aid #0 the peg- "IJ 
_ pte, Bebold the 1:amb of, God, mhieh #4- © 
keth away the pns of the world, " Thisis © 
he of whom I ſuid, There cometh ane * = 


| l, fer me, which je preferred before me, 
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| be was hefore me, and I knew : him nof, 
but that he ſhould be made manifeſt to 
Ifrael, Therefore T am come baptizing 
with water. And John bare record ſay- 
ing, I ſaw the Spirit deſcending from 
Heaven like a Dove, and it abode upon 
him.And I knew him not, ( ſaith John ) 
But he that ſent me to baptize with wa- 
Fer, the ſame ſaid unto Me. upon whom 


thou ſhalt ſee the Spirit deſcending,and | 


abiding on him. the ſame 5s he that bap- 
tizeth with the Holy Ghoſt, &c. John 
29. 30, ZI. Now, what water can this 


be, that God ſhould ſend John to bap- * ' 
tize with,that the hearts of the people 


might be prepared, tor Chriſt to be 
made manifeſt unto them, and that he 


ſhoult baptize them with' the Holy ' 


CEE 1 t—ty. Sol "i 


| 


'Ghoſt and with fire ? but the water or | 


tears of Repentance drawn from the 
bottom of a ſorrowfull heart, which 
Johz by his powerfull preaching, and 
his example before their eyes, the Spi- 
rit-of God operating therewith, did 
effec inthem., LIN 


$2. Queſtion. 
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-.. 32. Queſtion. © 1-1? 


. How'was it ther'that the . people are' 


ſaid tobe baptized of JohnimJordamne: 


Matth: 3.6. Mark 1.5. + 
© Anuſmer.. com % 4 ft 
It is true, They were baptized of 
John in the river 'of Jordaz, confeſſing 


their ſins," as the Evangelilts Matthew 


and Mark laith, like as the people of 
Iſrael that had finned did, inthe dayes: 
of Samuel the Prophet, in Mifhpabs 
they drew water, and poured it outbes. 


; | fors the Lord, and faſted that day, and 


- * ſaid there, we have ſiuncd. againſt the 
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Lord, 1 Sam. 7. 6. And ſo Johzs'bap-i 
tiſme was truly from Heaven, and not 
from below. as Chriſt himſelf declareth 
by his Quettion,which he put to thofe 


Prieſts and Elders of the Jewes, thas' 


came queſtioning him concerning”his 
power and Authority 3 Johxs baptifny 
whence was it, from Heaven or of men, 
Mattb. 2t. They knowing that it was 
from Heaven, yet woutd not corfeffe 
tt, leaſt Chrift ſhould: fay,' why then 


did ye notbelieve him? and. fearing. 
the people, who the!d Fubz to bea grear © 
2 0 6 Prophet 23 
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Prophet in reſpe&' of his baptiſme. 
Matth:-21. ' Theſe Prieſts. and-Elders 


what Jobs was, much better then the 


h Anabaptiſts doe. 

| . 33. Queſtion. 

. Seeing then that John the Baptiſt 
*# was ſo great a Prorhet in reſped of his 
Br - haptiſme, whereby he preparea the way 
of the Lord, and for that he bare wit- 
WF... eſſe of him ; What doth the Lord 


i __ the Kingdome of Heaven, 7s greater 
. | if then he < : 


| mW. | Anſwer. 
= — TheLord meaneth by the leaſt ir 


thoſe before mentioned who were to 
receive that Gift of the Spirit, which 
the Apoſtles received afterthe afcentt- 


and people. of the Jewes, underſtood 


Prieſts of Rome ,- or any cf the ſects of 


os "— _— 
C S735 > 
wh - > , q . 


mean, in ſaying that he whicb is leaſt in |} 


the Kingdome of Heaven , the leaſt of g 


on-of Chriſt into Heaven , whereby | 
they: received power to preach, not # 
only the Baptiſme of repentance which |} 
| -Jebz preached, but alſo and more'eſ- |} 
©. _ pecially, the: word of reconcihation | 
bet to R ., We t: ” q 
» with God m Jeſus Chriſt to tioſepoor Y 
TS | | repen- 


_ and Narrow way toLife. 44 
: xepentant- foules, and'/the adminiſtra- 
; | tion of the Spirit, as all the forementi- 
| oned places, 4&. 2.' 38. 4@&. 8:16. 
> | AG. 10.36, 37. 4G@.19. 5,6, 7. Doe 
f | declare; Chriſt gave unto them the 
keyes of the Kingdome of Heaven, and 
power through him to bind and to looſy, 
+ | to rewit and toretain' ſins, as It 1s writ- 
- | ten, Matth. 18. 18. Joh. 20. 21,22, 
, | 23. which gifts of the Spirit John the 
Baptiſt had not. :And therefoze/in 
theſe reſpects it was chat. Chriſt ſaid n 
He that is leaſt in the. King dome of # Hea- = 3 
| wen, is ones ther John. 3 
34. Queſtion. , g 
5 All theſ e things) being Cohaaed 
| andunderſtood, we deſire get further to 
' anderſtand; what the fruits are i 
, © thoſeicbildren of God-who are fo. borne... Y 
from abaveof water and of the Spirit, ” 
. | do bring ferth, whereby their 19S: 4s I 
| Yauſed 20 ſhine, and the Cherc of ſuch 
= Sarnts wade. 44% ron in the v RY 
Þ Famer 5: T7 rio 
c Pl Anſwer: 
F i The fir fruit which ariſeth. Croats / 
L the. ailurance of the forgivenslle.s of 
2d their 
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their ſins, is a true and perfect hatred 
of fin; :botk inthemſelves -and: others, 
hating even tbe garment [potted by the 
_ fleſh, as Jade fpeaketh, dying dayly 
unta:.{in;, and: mortifying the body 
thereof by faſting, and mourning, and 
praying unto-God continually; in the 
Spirit, night and day with teares to. be 
detivercd from ſin, and fromalltemp+ 
tations thereunto;: and to give- then | 
power by his Spirit to doe his. holy | 
willi - The) next fruit which ariſech | 
froth the aflurance of the love.of God, | 
ſo greatly manifeſted unto:;them. in * 
jos Chriſt, ts their true and unſpeak- 2 
tedove: unto God: againe, and to | 


themkord and Redeemer Jeſus Chri(t, | 
accorting as it-is, written;:We:ove him, | 
. beeanſeholovedings firſt . 1 Joh q. 19. | 
FThey*dot alſo love the children of | 
Go (their {pirituall brethren) with * 
truce and unfeigned love, weeping with | . 
thet;.and rejoycing with them,-ſuf- F 
fering in priſon with them, to hunger | 
and thirſt, to abound and to want, to | 
tiveand to dye together, tube of like 2 
affetion, one toward II b, 
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L of God diſtinguiſhed from other peo- 3 


be ſo humble and meeke from the 


higheſt to- the loweſt, as. to waſh one: 


anothers feet, ;as Chriſt the Lord did 


his Diſciples feet, who ſaid, i7f ye krow 
theſe things, bleſſed are ye if yedo them. 
Pd | | 


Joh. 13. 17. 
_—_ +1,..,. 35, Queſtion. rea. 

Doth mot the fruit of their faith ex+ 
tend yet further ? 

"N89 53 Yefwſwere.:; 5. wk 

It dothextend to all. people, with> 

ing and deliring in their heart, that 
they were as themſelves, like as Paul 
{pake to King Agrippa, At. 20. Yea, 
They love their enemies, even they thas 


' hate them, and perſecute thexr,and pray 
alſo for them,as Chriſt their Lord\com- 
manded,.audin ſo doing. they are like 


their heavenly Father, who canſeth his 
Sun to riſe oj the evill,and on the good, 


and his rain to fall on the juſt and wn> 
jaſt. And ſo by theſe and all thoſe” 


other ſpecial] graces, and fruits which 
Chriſt ſpake of before, Matth. 3. 
(Naming every man blefled to eternall 
life that hath them ) are the:Children 
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 ple,and their faith made to thine forth, 
and' ſpread abroad as Chriſt ſaith, 
Matth.5. 15,16. And fo they are right- 
ly and truly, the light of the world, 
and as aCity jet upon a hill, that can- 
not be hid ; and as a Candle lighted 
and put in a candleſticke,which giveth 
light to all that arein the houſe. 
36. Queſtion. . - 4 

Was this the eſtate of the Church of 
_— in the primitive timeof the 4- 
poles £ 
IG Anſwer. | 
- Yea it was, Infomuch as. her light 
41d ſo thine forth by thoſe graces and 
fruits, that it was ſpoken of through- 


out the world ,, and was cauſed: to 


. Ipread abroad in every place, as Paxl 
\ faith: Rom. 1. and I Theff. 1. And as 
theis moſt fully deſcribed by that Hea- 
venly vifticn, which Chriſt by his Angel 
ſhewed unto his ſervant fohn,Rev.12. 
. Byall which ſhe was made ſo truly and 
openly vilible,thar not only the people 
of all places abroad, but alſo: and more 
eſpecially at Rome, where the Dragons: 


throne was, fo as the Dragon (the + 
| Pagar þ 


: 
| 


The Strait-Gate, 


F< 
Bat 
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Pazaws Emperours (ſeeing it). were, : 
fll'd with env y.and malice againſt her, 
ſo as that he raiſed ſuch cruel and vi- 
olent perſecution upon her; that ſhe: 
was feign to betake her {cle to: thoſe: 
| | two-wings, which Godygave her. at. - 
| that time ( thetiwo Teftgments' of his. 
everlaſting truth). and, {l&etunto the. 
_ | wilderneſle, Into. her place where ſhe, 
" | ſhould be fed and nourithed for atime,. 
| and times, and balfe a: time, from the 
face:oftheSerpent,duringall the time 
| of 4260 yearcsotithe Beals xelgn, who. 
 þ - wakto: (acoedd whe Dragon. 1a his 
'& Throne, and rul&.19 long,...as it is in. 
| Chap. 13. expreſt there; by 42 months; 
| verf. 5. and before by\dayes; Chap.12. 
' F 6. And God will have his-two witneſs: 
 » ſes toprophekie all the ſame.time.( ne- 
- & vertheleſſe ). though cloathed infack- 
F cloth, Chap. Iles 2,3», ow a 3% 
8 y; 37.\ Queſtion. ; :\ 
f | Now ſeeing that the two witneſſes of. 
: * God, which are his two Teſtaments (for. 
|} /owebelieve they are ;) do-propheſie' all. 
8 this while, and that ſome people doe' by 
& their word of truth, and grace of God,| 
2 Hs 27 E =” 
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come to be born from 'above of water 
and of the Spirit, and'fo enter in at the 
Stratt-Gate, 'ahd Narrow way which 
- leadeth to life. How ſhall a man that 
through the Grace and Gift of God hath. 


attained hereunto,being young of years. 
and full 6 or Inſts and corruptions' 
of fleſh and blood, being very weake,und 
having no power of himſelfe, be able ty 
overcome thoſe ſirong temptations, and. 

entiſements of Satan, wherewith he well | 
aſſault him to diraw him ont-of theway, | 
to bring bim to deftyuGvon3F us he would | 
have done Chriſt himſelfe;-1 ſap! hew | 
ſhall ſuch a man he «ble''C if be ſhould | 
live fifty or ſixty years, after his firſs | 
enterance ) to hold ont arid overcome alt | 
the ſnares and bates, t hat will certainly © 
be laidt in the way, conſidering alſo the' 
fearfall falles andutter ruine to deftru- 
fron, ſome have come unto, that have 
ſeemed to be truly entted, and walking 
in the way e xt : 

| Anſwer. 

Let ſuch a man know, that is truly / 
ſo indeed, that hath it ſeald in his | 
heart by the holy Spirit of truth, \ 
Tho though | 
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though the temptations and bates be 
never ſo many and {trong, and himſelf 
never ſo weake, yet he ihall overcome 
them all, and live eternally, as Chrift 
hath ſaid , Jy Sheep heare wy voyce 


( faith he ) and 1 know them, and they, 


ollow me, and I give unto thens eternal 
life, and they ſhall not periſh, neither 
fhall any man pluck then out of my hand 
My Father which gave them me is ſtrom * 
ger then all, and no man is able to pluck, * 
ther out of my Fathers hand, T and my 
Father are one, Joh. 10. 57, 28, 29. 
According as he ſaid before, Joh. 6: 
37, 28, 39. So that 1t 15 certaine, he 
thall overcome, he {hall be kept and 
held faſt by the power of Ged, he ſhall 
have eternall life, Chriſt will raiſe him 
up at the laſt day, let hisenennes and 
their temptations be whom and whate, 
locver, neither they, nor the gates of 
Hell fhall ever prevaile againſt him, 
though he ſhould live five hundred 
yeares 11s weake body of fleſh. 
33. Queſtion. _ 
Tt is true God is ſtronger then all, 
and what be hath ſpoken or promiſed,ha, 
| | E > will of 
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But what will he- have 


will eee : 


this manto doe £ The Devill will tempt” 


777 FO rely wholly Upon this word and 


© Dro? ſe of Godjand leave all ts him,and 
venture to ) embrace his former pleaſures 
"4g4in, or jome other new matters of pre- 
ferment in this preſent world, and that 
be may doe ſo and yet be ſafe, thoneh he 
ſhould leave going in, that ſtrait and 


marrow way, which is /o troubleſome and. 


mournſull < 
Anſwer. | 
It 15truc he ſhall have ſuch tempta- 
and other more then he can 


ehinks ot, but let him take heed and 


knew this. that hermuſt take unto him 


the whole Armour of Ged,(as Paul faith, 
Etheſ. 6.13.) that he may be able to 


withjtand inthe evill day, and having 
done all, to fland ; God will ſtrengthen 


him, and wake him able by his Spirit 
and power. Let him ſtand there fore, 
having þis loynes gir t about with truth, 
and having on the Breſtplate of righte- 


_ ouſneſje, winch Panl, 1 Thel. 5. 8. na- 


meth to be Faith and Love. And hav- 
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the Goſ} pel of peace,which 's repentance, 


towalke and goe on his way weeping 


and mourning for his ſins, and for the 
fins (alſo) of others, ſo (as a true Pil- 
grim and ſtranger here on earth, as all 
the holy fathers were )-walking on. 
throughout the narrow way to life, 
ſowing his precious leed 1n tears, with 
an aſſured hope that he ſhall 'one day 
reap with joy,.as in Heb. 10. Where he 
ſaith, Let ys draw near unto Cod with a. 
true beart,in the full aſſurance of faith, 
having our hearts ſprinkled from an e- 
vill conſcience, ( which Is by the blood 
of Chriſt) 4rd onr bodies waſhed. with 
pure water, Which1s the water or tears 
of Repentance. T he full aflurance of 
faith, being the ſhield whereby. he 1s 
made able to quench all the fiery darts 
of the wicked, and with all he muſt 
have patience in ſulicring,and he muſt 
take the Helmet of falvation, which js 
the atlured hope thereot, S& the ſword 
of the Spirit, which 1s the word of God, 
the-ſfword.which Chriſt himſelfe did. 
vie agawnlt. the.Devill, that tempted; - 7 
wn;andſoche is to goc praying (al[dF 4 
» $37 we py EA "3 
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alwayes in the Spirit,not only for him- 
felfe, but for all Saints, as the Apoſtle 
faith;For ſo did Chriſt teach his faith- 


full to ſay (not my, but ) 0xr Father, 


and ſo they all pray one for another, 
whereſoever they are 3 So by the pow- 
er of God, he ſhall be kept, and ſhall 
OVCrcome. | 
| | 39. Queſtion. 

What are the thines that God hath 
promiſed to give unto his Saints that 


overcome, which they are to looke ſore? | 


Anſwer. 

They are the {ame that all the ho- 
ly Fathers, Prophets, Apoſtles and 
Saints, from the beginning looked for, 
which are more and greater then can 


be expreſt, there being nothing more | 


aboundantly, or often ſpoken of in all > 


the Scriptures, then thoſe things are, 


xavhich are all comprehended in theſe 7 


words of the Lord, He that overcometh 


ſhall inherit all things, and Iwill be his | 


God, and he ſhall be my Soy, Rev. 21.7. | 


Some of the thingsbeing named, -as a | 
heavenly country, New Heavens, ardl a | | 
' New Earth, aCity having foundations, Y 
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whoſe builder and maker is God ; a 


Kingdome that cannot be moved, 7 fa. 3 


65, and 66. 2 Pet. 3. 13.” Heb. 11. 16, 
Rev. 21. And in the concluſion of the 
words of the Lord tothe ſeven Chur- 
ches of Aſ6a,{everall great promiſes ure 
made to every one that overcometh, 
Aev.2,and 3. All which great things 
{ball be fulfilled wi en the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt thall come in bis Glory, and all 
his holy Anzells with him; And fball 
fit in the Throne of his Glory, as he-laid. 
Matth. 25. 31, 32, Ec. " i 
40. Queſtion. oO 

When will this great day of the Tjord 
be, wherein thoſe heavenly and gloriew 
things promiſed, which the holy Fathers 
and Prophets ſo long agoe looked for, 
ſhall be fulfilled © We much deſpre to un-. 
derſtand what the (igns are, which muſt 
yet goe before, and will bring us neereſi 
to that day of the Lords coming £ _ 
AN Were 
\ Thefir(twill bea further bringing  - 
down of the pride of France, by the 
Sword of Spazye, Andnext, the power 3; 


"and pride of Spaipnre, allo bythe ſword 4 
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6466. And then in that year, The City 
of Rome (great Babzlon ) the mother 
of whoredomes and abominations of 
the earth, muſt be de{troyed anc made 
utterly deſoiate, according to the juſt 
Sentence of God, which he hath pro- 
nounced againſt her; ſaying, Art not 


b - thou it, which of the four beaſts remain- 


leſt, whom I made to reigne in my world, 
that by ihem ihe end of things might 
come. And the fonrth is come, and vath | 
overcome all the Zeaſis that were paſt, | 
and obtained power over all the world, * 
"with great ſearfullneſſe, and over the | 
' whole compaſſe of the earth with ex- | 
treaze opprejſuon, and hath poſſeſſed:ſo 
long lime ali the world with deceipt. : 
For thou haſt nut judged the earth with 
ruth, but haſt troubled the meeke, and J 
hart the peacefull, and ihon haſt loved 
l:ars, and defiroyed the awellings of E 
them which brought forth fruit,and hajt » 
caft:down the was. of ſuch as did thee | 
«x70 harme, ſo as thy unjuſt dealing is aſ- | 
 reendcd tothe moſt high, and thy pride | 
b 'untathemighty. And therefore he that | 
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2 higheſt bath beheld the proud tines, 
and behold they are ended, and their.\a- 
bominations are finiſhed. Therefore ap- 
peare no wore thou Eagle, nor thy feat- 
jull wings, nor thy witked fethers,\mar 


thy malicious heads,nor thy cruel clams, 
Kor thy UVAing body : EY hat all the earth 
may be refreſhed,and come 4g4aineyas.one 
thoered from thy. viotence,. that..\ſhe 
may hope for the judgment and mercy af 7 
him that made her, 4 kidras 11. -" 39-40, 
+1, 425 435 445 45- V8 2 2% FS 
41. Queſtion. 
Ts not the wickecaneffe of. that Regls, * 
and City of avbominations,, and. ber 
judgement further dealared and confir- 
wed by our Lord we CONe 728-15 Her 
velation £ <1" 
| Anj (Ter: 
It is much JT rther; and more per- 
ticularly expreit,as where ine 1s faid to. 


es her jolfe, and lived: der . 


{83 0nſtly,, and ſayings 
veL MECH Hs A717 


7 Dor peart, I ſta” 
a0, ad ſhall ſee 
20 zo ſorraw.. therefore \fP Jall ber plagues 
come ihpne day, /areh; the Lord, death, 


# 


E- be wtterly barnt with fire, for flrows _ 


the Lord God which jadgeth her. And 


the Kings of the earth that have com- 
mitted fornication with her, and lived 


deliciouſly with her , ſhall bewaile her, 


and lament for her, when they ſhall ſee | 


_ the ſmoake of ber burning, ſtanding a- 
farre off for fear of her torment,ſayine, 
Alas, alas, that great City Babylon, 
that mighty City, for in one houre is 
thy judgement come. And the Merchants 
of the earth ſhall weeze and mourne over 

er, for no man buyeth their merchan- 
dize any more; The merchandize of 
Gold, and Silver, aud Precions Stones, 
and of Pearls, and fine linen, and Pur- 


ple, and Silke , and Scarlet , and all | 


Sweet-wood, and all manner Veſſels of 
Tvory, and of moſt precious wood, and 
of Braſje, and of Iron, and of Marble, 
And Sinamond, and Odours, and Oytit- 
ments .and Frankincenſe,and Wine, and 
Oyle, and fine Flapre, and Whedt, and 


- 


Beaſts, and Sheye, and Horſes, aud 
Chariots, and Bodies, and Soules of 
men. And the fruits which thy foule 
lufted after, are departed from cs 
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are departed from thee, and thay halt 


find then no more at atl.\T he Merobants ' 


of theſe things, which-»were- made ich 
by ber, ſhallfkand afarre, off for fear 
of her torment, weeping: and wailing, 
and ſayine, Alas, alas y#hat great City 
which w.# eloathed in fine tinnen; and 
Purple, and Scarlet, and} decked with 
Gold, and precious ſronegg and Peatles, 


for in one hour is ſo great rich:s coeeto. 


noucht. And every Ship-Maijter,and all 
that company in Ships, and Sailers, and 
a many as trade by Seazſtood afarre off; 
and cryed when they ſaw the ſjaoake off 
ber burning, | aying, what City is like 
anto this great City, and they caſt duſt 


on their heads, and cryed weeping and 


wailing, and ſaying. Alas, alas, that 


great City wherein were made rich all 


that had Ships on the Sea, by reaſon of 


ber coſtlineſje, for 7# one Doure is: ſhe - 


made leſolate. Rejoyce over ber thox 
Heaven ( laith the Lord ) and ye poly 
Apoſtles and Prophets, for God hath a= 
venged you on her. And a mighty Angel 
tookeup a Stene like a great Ailſtoue 
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and caſt it into\the Sea, ſaying, With 
ſueſt Holencefhall that great C ity Baby- 
low be thrown own, and 'ſhall be found 


20 more at all. And the voyce of Harpers 
and Muſrcians,indi of Pipers, and of 
 Trumpeters ſhallbe heard any (more at, 
| all-in thee: &* #6 crafts-man: of what ſo- 


ever craf# he be, ſhall be found no more 
inthee; And the ſound of 'a mil ſtone 
ſhall be heard #6 more at all in thee, and 


#he B#ght "ts candle ſhall ſhine no more | 
 atall in thee,and the voyce of the bride< | 

groome and of the Bride ſhall be heard s 
20 more at all in thee. For thy Mer- : 
chants were the great men of the Earth, - 


for by thy ſorceries were deceived all 
Nations. And in her was found the 


bloud of prophets and of Saints, and of 


all that were \ſlaine upen the Earth. 


And after theſe things (ſaith John) 7 


heard a great voyce of much people in 


Heaven, ſaying, Alleluja, ſalvation, | 


and glory, and honour, and power unto 


the Lord our God, for true and righte- | 


0u5 are his Judgments,for he hath judg- 


ed the great whore, which did corrupt. | 
theearth with her fornication,and bath þ 
VIY avenged 
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avenged the blood of his ſervants at her ' 
hand. And againe they. ſaid Allelaja, 
and her ſmoak roſeiup for ever and ever, 
4 4nd the foure' and: twenty Elders, and. = | 
” | the four Beaifs fell down or worſhiped * 
; | God. that. fat on the Throne, ſaying, 
: Amen,” alleluja. And a veyee came out. 
- || of the Throne, ſaying.praiſe our Godall 
|| ye has ſervants, and ye that feare him, 
| Þ both ſmall and great. Rev. 13. 7,8, 9, 
Þ 10,11, £2912, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 
| 20, 21; 22. Rev. 19. I, 2, 3, 4515 
| n So that great wille the joy 'and: re- 
« joycingand praiſes unto God, of allhis 
. ſervants wi Heaven and ,on-earth, 1n: 
_ that daywhen he ſhall have ſo judged 
that grevt _ and chencelbock for 
CVErmore z: 


v6Y Queſtion. 

What will ow follow after all theſe : 
great thiugs,andwhat will be theeſtate. 1 
of theWorl ,eſpeciaily 712 theſe parts of : 
Chri ;tiandome, 14 coming foto pe in 
j 708 year 666 £ | 

| Anjwer. $: 
It will be a ſtrange thing and a 
| great wonder to all the: world 3 and 


then, 
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* then; when thoſe. proud times are en- 
ded;zand their abhominations finiſhed; 
All the earths ſhall be refrefhed, ad 
come againe, '#s being delivered from 2 
their violence, that ſhe may hope for the || © 
Judgment and mercy of him that made | Fr 
her; as the Lord ipake by his Prophet || 7: 
Eſdras ; which judgment and mercy, | d 
is Repentance toward God, and Faitlr | V 
in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt tor the re-Þ| 2 
miſſion of ſins; the baptiſme- or the |. 
birthof water, /and of the Holy Ghoſt | 
and fire, according tb that which God | C 
| ſpake alſoby his Prophet 7/aiab, fay-'* Þ 
ng, And it ſhall come to paſſe, that he \ # 
that is left in $ion, and he that ſhall re- # 
main in Jeruſalem. ſhall be #atled holy, 
even every one that is written to life in 
ernſalem 5 When. the Lord ſhall have '? 
waſhed away the filth of the daughter of _ P 
$10, and ſhall have purged the blood of s 


Jernſalem from the middeſt thereof, by ſ 
the ſpirit of judgment, and by the ſpirit : 


of burning, lia. 4.23,4. This 1s the | 
work that God will have effe&ted now 3 
in this time of the earths refreſhing z 7 2 
T hat the full number of Gods Elect, } A 
| being: | 
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being called and juſtifyed, Ry 4 
above of water.and of the Spiritg.and- 
fo made-one with $8797, Jern/alerafrom 
above, their mother the Bride, as am 
ornament unto her; that ſhe may. be 
| ready (wanting nothing) for the mars 
| riageof the.Lamb Jeſns Chriſtz who ſo 
| dearly bought her, and: waſhed her 
| with his-own bloud' perfectly pe 
| andcleane m_ all her ſins. ©. 

2, Queſtion. _.}. 
'Þ ': How. long oull it be: before all hs 
l | Childremx of the Bride ( their full num 
* ber ) ſhall be-perfe@ed, and what things 
; muſt yet _goe before tt, and fa before: the 
time of: that joyfull marriage ©: 

4nſwer. >, 
1The whole time from the os" of che: 

z abkomination, accarding to the Pro- 
: phet Daniels account, Dan. 12. 12,13s' 
* x Will not beabove 45 years, within the: 
Nv {ace of which time,the whole number 
: 3 of $7025 Children will be accomplt- 
; Fthed, according to the word of the 
| Lord, 1ſz. 49. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 
220 ee. 4. Eſdr. 2.38, 39, 40, 41,00 

l | And for abut the your” of 35 Years, 


of 
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C- of the ba time there will be peace & 
| bay 11 the moſt parts-of all 
l tndome,-and'the true fpirituall 
” - and heavenly meatiing of Gods twat 
© Feſtaments, whith are his two. Wit- 
nefjes; will be more e clearly underſtood” 
andwalked in by many people, then 
now 1t4s, or hath been foramany hun»? 
dred'years paſt ; F te hight of $702 (the 
true Church of God withher Children, 
which ſhall in'that time be born from 
abovt of water awd of the Spirit ) will 
breake forth and . ſhine apgaine, like a 
 candlelighted-and put inacandleſtick, | 
"ging lighbiunto all that are-1n the: | 
uſe, and like a City tet upvn'a Hill | 
that cannot be hrd, but will: be ſeene | 
and knowne;'notin \reſped' of her 'out- | 
ward forme ,:'as confilting therein;/. 
though never$0 right, but.in reſpect of | 
het precious faith; the fruits, thereof” * 
as mthe primitive time, nvhich Sade  f 
her: ſo viſible - as ſhe wat. But. this) x 
happy time of pe:ce and proſperity ory + 
$10n,intheſe her Lords borders will * |} r 
[i 
F 


a 


4 pam , _—— 


nat. long continue, betore 'fore grear- | 


rrouble come upon her, as.did upon ,; 
her | 
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her Mother in the Apoſtles time, by 
the malice of that great red Dragon, 
(theold ferpent which 1s the Devill 
and Satan ) who was then with his 
angels, overcome by Michael and his 
Angels, andcaſt down to the earth, 
& afterward bound, but maſt now be 
looſed again for a little. ſeaſon, as Rev: 
20, 44. Queſtion. 

Now a little by the way, we defire to 
know what it was that the Dragon was 
bound from £ Anſwer. 

It was from that open profeſt Ido- 
latry and Paganiſme wherewith he de- 
ceived the whole world. and was then 
proteſt by thoſe Pagan Emperours, 
their Prieſts and powers m whom he 
dwelt, and whoſe hearts he ruled. who 
ftrove by force of fire and {wourd, to 
uphold and maintaine againſt God,and 
againſt Jeſus Chrift,and ail his faithfult 
| lervants that oppoſed the ſame, and 


0 worſhiped the true God that made 


+ Heaven and Earth, and profeſled the 
+> nameof the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 3 as by 
© » the deſcription of that: great battell; 
2 Rev. 12: and by the recordsof - thole 
S KE J eimes 


» Sa, 
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times doth plainly appeare. 
45. Queſtion. 
that will bis works be when he 3s let 
looſe, during that little ſeaſon the Lord 


Jpake of © 
| Anſwer. | 
Now, thofe three foule fpirits of 


Divils (like frogs ) being gone out 
of the mouth of the Dragon (thoſe 


Pagan Emperours of Rome) and out | 
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of the Antichriſtian Beaſts mouth, and | 
out of the mouth of the falſe Prophet . 


his clergy, he will goe with them to 


the Kings of the Earth, and of the. 


whole world, to decetve them, and ſo 
all the nations of the tour - quarters of 


the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather 


them together to battell, whoſe num- 
ber will be like the ſand of the Sea, as 


it is written, Aev. 16. 13, 14. Rev. 20. 


27, 8. according to Ezek. 38. 2,3, 4,5, 


6, 7, 8,9, 10, &e. And to bring them 


to the mountaines of 1/rael, and with 
their inumerable Armies to compalſle 


the campe of the Saints about, and the 
beloved Grty, even all thoſe the Lords 


borders. of Chriſttandome; where the 
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beloved City is, and will be moſtemi-. . 
nent. LE 
45+ Queſtion: 
will this compaſſins about of the 


 Campe of the Saints, with the Armies of 
! Gog and Magog, be the laſt ſere that 
| ſhall goe before the coming of the Lord 


Jeſu Chriſt, and end of the world. 
Anſwer. 
Nay, but this will be a figne like 
unto that which Chriſt foretold unto 


his Diſciples,concerning Jeruſalem that þ 


then was, ſaying, 42d whe ye ſhall ſee 
Jernſalent compaſſed about with Armies, 
then know that the deſolation thereof 3s 
near. So this compaſling about of the 
camp of the Saints, with the Armies of 
Gog and Magog,will be a1igne that the 
day of the Lord and end of the world 
1s not farre of, and although it will be 


- but fora little feaſon, yet it may con- 


tinue ſeaven or eight years, wherem 
ſome other great matters will be, as 
Ezek. 39. throughout the Chaprer ſig- 
nifieth,.., 46. Queſtion. Ws 
F What will then be the laſt and 
ueereſt ſign of all to that day © - 

© 4 ; F 2 Anſ1 wer: 
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Anſwer. 
It will be the utter deſtruction o 


all the Armies of Gog & Magoe, (which | 
the Dregon, that old Serpent, the De- | 
vil and Satan had gathered together,) | 
with great hailftones, fire and brim- | 
ſtone from Heaven, according to Ezeh. Þ 
38. 21, 22. and Rev. 16. 21. and Rev. | 
20. 9. which Chrift therefore calleth, | 
The battell of the great day of God All-Þ 
mighty. And thereupon ſaith, Behold 7) 
core 4s 4a theefe 5 Bleſſed is he that 


watcheth and keepeth his garment leaſt 


he walke naked and they ſee his ſhame, 


Rev. 16. 14, 15. As a true and gract- 
ous forewarning unto his faithfull ſer- 


vants to take ſ{pectall notice thereof, 


and watch, for fo doth the word, Be - 
hold plainly imply; therefore when 
they ſhall ſee this ſigne, then let them 


looke every day and hour for their - 
Lords coning in his glory, with all his - 


holy Angels. And hereupon alſo( Ezek. 


39.8. ) ſaith, Behold,it is come, and it 


 , #s done, ſaiththe Lord, this is the day © 


' whereof 1 have ſpoken, ufing the ſame | 


', Word, as a voyce calling upon.tis 'to 4 
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read and conſider, Behold (ſaith he) 
Tt 15 come. 

48. Queſtion. 


In what manner will the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt come in that great day*and what 
. | will be done therein, we defire to nnder- 
| -fland truly, what the Scriptures of 
| truth doe ſpeak thereof © | 


Anſwer. 
It is thus written by the beloved Diſ- 


! ciple of Jeſus Chriſt, Behold, he cometh 


with clouds, every eye ſhall ſee him,@- 
they alſo that pierced him, and all kin- 
dreds of the earth, ſhall waile becauſe of 
him,even ſo Amen, REV. 1. 7. Behald he 
cometh,1o Rev. 11. 14, ©&c. Reve22.7. 
And as the Lord himſelf alſo before . 
this, ſpeaking to his Diſciples of the 
ſame day of his coming.ſuith, Ther ſhall 
all the Tribes of the Earth mourne, 

' and they ſhall ſee the Son of man coming 

: inthe clouds of Heaven with power and 


' great glory, exc. Matth. 24. 30, And 


- againe, where John ſaith, And 7 hbeheld 
. when he had opened the ſixth ſeale, and 


: loe, there was agreat earth-quake, and © 


L the Sun became black as fackeloth of 


o 
F 


= F3 baire,. 
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haire, and the moone became as bloud, 
and the ſtars of Heaven fell unto the | 
earth, as a fig-tree caſteth her untimely 
fres;when ſhe is ſhakew of a mighty wind. | 
And the Heaven departed as a Scrole || 
when it is roled together. And every | 
Mountaine and Tſlaud were moved out'h, 
- of their places.(according to 1/a.34. 4, | 
5, 6,7, 8. and Matth. 24. 29. and Foel Þ 
2. 3.) And then ſaith, 4nd the Kings of Þ 
the earth, and the great men, and the © 
rich men, and the Chiefe Captaines, and * 
the mighty men ; and every bond-man, io 
and every free-man, hid themſelves in © 
the dens and in the Rocks of the monn- 
taines, and ſaid to the Mountaines and 
Rock: fall on us, and hide ws from the 
face of him that ſitteth pox the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lambe, for 
the great day of bis wrath 3s come , and 
who ſhall be able to ſtand,Rev. 6.12,13. | 
14,15, I6, 17. So terrible will the* 
coring of the Lord be to all the wick- | 
ed and ungodly people of the world, : 
high or low, great and ſmall, rich and 
poore, of what tribe or kindred fo- 
Ever. ; 
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49. Queſtion, 
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49. Queſtion. | 

j How will it be to the other ſort o 
| people ( Gods 'chaſen and faithfull ) 
| what will be done to theme when the Lord 
| /o cometh, and what will be their caſe # 
| Anſwer. 
| When the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall 
| ſo come in his Glory, with all his holy 
| Angels, as he will in that day and 
| houre which God the father knoweth, 
# it will be a joyfull coming unto them 
* that are his choſen and faithful,and no 
- ſuch terror to them, whereſoever they 
- are, and whither dead or alive, the 
| Lord Jeſus Chrifhwill ſend his Toges 


NO he he Rh LOR. 2 > 


kad 
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4 (as he hath ſaid) with a great ſoun 

e of a Trumpet, (which will be heard 
-, throughout allthe world) at the voice 
r or ſound whereof, all that are in the 
4 | graves ſhall ariſe and come forth 5 axd 


- they Chis Angels ) (hall gather his E- 


e® led together from the four winds, from 
-  oneend of Heaven to the other,and take 
|, * them up and bring them to meet the 


gon 


| Lordin the Aire,as it is written Matth. 
: 24+ 3I. ICor. 15.51,52. I Theſſ. 4. 
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50. Queltion. 
' What ſhall be done then ? 


Anſwer. 


Then ſhall Chriſt fit in the Throne | 
_of his Glory, and before him {hall all | 
Nations be gathered, vitibly and truly; | 
and he will ſeperate his Ele#( the cho- | 
(en and faithfull) from the other ſort, | 
as a Shepheard doth his Sheepe from the | 
Goates ; and hewill ſet his faithful at | 


his right hand, and the other ſort ſhall | 
be at his left. Then will the King (even | 
Jeſus Chriſt) ſay nnto theme on his right + 


hand, Come ye bleſſed of my F ather, in- 


herit the Kingdome prepared for you | 
from the foundation of the World : For | 


Twas an hungred,and ye gave me meat - 


and 1was a thirſt,and ye gave me drink: | 


Twas a ftraneer , andye tooke me in : 


He, 
£2 
oY 
$5 


Naked, and ye cloathed me : I was ſick, © 


and ye vi ſited me: Imwasin Priſon,and 
ge came unto me: Then ſhall the righ- | 


feous anſwer him, ſaying Lord, When 
ſaw we thee an hungred, and fed thee # 
or thirſty, and gave thee drinke © when 
[aw we thee a ſkranger,and took thee in* 


[ 


#r naked, and cloathed thee © or whey ; 
ER I = 0. | jaw | 
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| {aw we thee ſtick, or in priſon, and vi (6- 
tedthee? And the King ſhall anſwer 
and ſay unto them,Verily, I ſay unto you 

e | in us much as ye have done it unto ones 
1 | the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have 
: | doneit untome. Then ſhall he ſay alſo 
- | znto them on his left hand, depart from 
, | we ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepa» 
- | red for the Devil and his Angels, For T 
ft | was anhunered,and ye gave me no meat. 
J | Twas thirſty, and ye gave me no drink : 
1 Tmwasa ſtranger, and je tooke me not in: 
+ » maked, and ye cloathed me not : ſich and 
- | in priſon, and ye viſited me not « Then 
fhall they alſo anſwer him, [azine, Lord, 
When ſaw we thee an hungred,or thirſty, 
or a ſtranger, or naked, or ſick, or in 
priſon,and did not miniſter unto thee £ 
Then ſhall he anſwer them ſaying,Verily 
T jay anto you, 1 4s much a ye did it 
{© mot tooneof the leaſt of theſe, ye did it 
. | mot to me. And theſe ſhall goe away into 
everlaſting puniſhment, and the righte- 
0x5 into life cternall. 

51. Queſtion. | 
What will there be done yet more in 


this great and laſt day © 


Anſwer. 
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| Anſwer. 

New will Chriſt deliver up the 
Kingdome to God (even the Father) | 
the Kingdome wherein he had reigned | 
with him at his right hand, more then | 
I6o00 Yeares, as David had teſtifyed of | 

* him, ſaying, The Lord ſaid unto my | 
Lord, ſit thou at my right hand. till r | 
make thine enemies, thy footſtoole, Plal, | 
TIO. Then cometh the end ( ſaith the | 
Apoſtle ) When he ſhall have delivered | 
up the Kingdome to God ( even the Fa- | 
ther ) when he ſhall have put down all 
rule; all authority, and power, for he 
muſt reigne ( ſaith he) till all enemies | 
are put under his feet, the laſt enemy | 
that ſhall be deſtroyed, is death, &vc. | 
x Cor.15.24,25,26.'So that now the | 
laſt enemy that 1s to be deſtroy'd 
( Death ) as concerning the juſt, being * 
{ſwallowed up in vidory, and Chriſt 
being ſitting 1n the Throne of his glo- | 
ry, and the ſentence of Judgment paſ- | 
a. here endeth this preſent evill ' 
world, and here beginneth the world | 
to come, which 1s to be in ſubjection 2 
unto Chriſt, as it is written, Heb. 2. 5, } 

my” 6,78. þ 
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6.7,8. Now will God create new Hea- 
> | vens, auda new Earth, and make all 
) | things new, and free from all cornepti- 
| | on and iniquity, what foever 7s corrupt 
1 | mmſt dye, and all iniquity muſt ſtop her 
f | mouth for ever, holinefle and righte- 
! | ouſneſſe,incorruption and immortality 
7 | ſhall dwell and remain therein for ever 
, | more, world without end, as it is 
> | written Iſa. 65. 17. 4 Eſdras 7.31. 
1 | 13-44. Pſa. 107. 
| 52. Queſtion, 

/ IF hat will there be more done now in 

2 the beginning of this new world, which 

r | is to be in ſubjetionunto Chriſt? 

p | Anſwer. 

.} NowChriſtbeing fet in the Throne 
> ofhisGlory,zpo# the Holy Hill of Sion, 

| according to the word of God, Pſal. 
F 2. Tet have Tſet my King upon my Holy 
» Hill of $ion, and as the Angel Gabriet 
ſaid to AZary his Mother, Luke 1. He 
. - ſhall be gveat, und ſhall be called the Sor 
| | of the Higheſt, and God fhall give nnto 
| * him, the Throne of his Father David. 
1 
2 


1 | and he ſhall reigne over the houſe of Ja- | 
tob for ever, and of his Kingdome there | 
þ WL all : , 
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ſhall be 20 end, God will give unto him 
the Heathen for his inheritance, and the 


utmoſt ends of the earth for his poſſeſſt- 


to Sea, and from the River to the end o 


Lambe be, of which John ſaith, 


0 os +» * 


And TI heard as it were the Voyce of a. 
great multitude, and as the voyce of ma- | 
| #y waters, and as the voyce of mighty | 
* thundrings, ſaying, Alleluja, ' for the © 
K Lord God Omnipotent reigneth, let us | 
| beglad andrejoyce, aud give honour to © 
him, for the marriage of the Lambe js 
come, and bis Wife hath made-ber ſelfe | 
ready : And to ber was granted that ſhe 
ſhould be arayed in finelinnen,clean and | 
white, for the fine linnen is the righte- 
onſneſſe of Saints : And he ſaith unto | 
ae, write,bleſſed are itbey that are called © 
| | to | 


0n,he ſhall rule them with a rod of iron, | 
and bruiſe them in pieces like a Potters | 
weſſel 3 his Dominion ſhall be from Sea YP 


Lands.,They that dwell in the Wilderneſs | 
all bow hefore him, and the enemy ſhall | © 
lick the duſt All Kings ſhall fall down || 
before him, all Nations ſhall ſerve him, * 
as it is written, Pſal. 2. And now allo 
will that great Marriage ſupper of the | 


— 
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to the marriage ſupper of the Lambe,and 


he ſaid unto me, theſe are the true ſay= 
i- | ings of God, Rev. 19.6,7, 8.9. 


7, 53. Queſtion. 

ys Now ſeeing it 1s It 8 that all the whole 
4 | number of Saints that ever were or ſhall 
1 | be tothe end, is the Bride which ſhall be 
s | ſo exceedingly glorious, in that day of 


UF the marriage of the Lambe, We defpre fo 
n | underſtand truly, how,and in what man- 
2, | ner the reſurre@Fion and change of their 
0” bodies ſhall be at the laſt day £ | 

e Anſwer. | 

l, The Apoltle Paul doth plamly de- 
a Clare how; 1 Cor. 15. Where he ſaith 
- concerning the Reſurrection of the bo- 
| dy; zt is ſowen in corruption, it is rai- 
| ſedinincorruption ; Tt is ſowen in diſ- 
: honour, it ie raiſed in glory 3 It is ſowen 
' in weakneſſe, it is raiſed in power; 1t is 
ſowen a naturall body,it is raiſed a'ſþ#- 
rituall body , There is a naturall body 
(faith he) ard there is a ſpiritual body. 
And o it is written, The firſt 2a Adane 
was of the earth,earthy,the ſecond Adam 
was the Lord from heaven : as is the 
: earthy, ſuch are they that are wr 
| | and 
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and as is the beavenly, ſuch are they p 
that are Heavenly: And as we have born | 
the image of the earthy, ſo ſhall we bear 
the Image of the heavenly, Now this I 
ſay brethren, that fleſh and blood cannot | 
inherit the Kingdome of God, neither | 
ſhall corruption inherit incorruption ; || 
Behold T ſhew you a Miſtery, we ſhall not 
all fieene, but we ſhall all be changed 5x | 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at | 
#he laſt truxipe, for the Trumpet ſhall | 
ſound, and the dead ſhall be raiſed in-t 
corruptible, and we ſhall be changed, for | 
this corruptible muſt put on incorrupti- |, 
0n,and this mortall muſt put on immor-| 
tality. Sowhen this corruptible ſhall 
have put on incorruption,and this mor-| 
tall ſhall have put on immortality, hen ; 
ſhallibe fulfilled the ſaying that is writ- | 
ten, Death is ſwallowed up in ViGo-| 
. 79.0 Death mhere is thy ſting; O Grave 
where is tby Vidory, the ſting of Death | 
is (in, and the ftrength of ſins the law," 
4 But thanks be to God which giveth w\ 
|. the Vidory through our Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt. 54. Queſtion. _ 4 
Shall aotithe Saints have the very} 


ſamey. 


ſame body that now they have, which 
was made of earth, the ſame naturall 


body of fleſh and blood, which they recei- 


ved from their naturall parents,becauſe 


| the Apoſile ſaith, that fleſh and blood 
| cannot inherit the Kinzdome of God, 
| 20r Corruption incorruption & 


Anſwer. 
Nay they muſt differ in all thoſe 
reſpects which the Apoſtle ſpeaketh 
of ; They muſt be ſo changed as he 


| faith, From corruption to incorruption, 


from diſhonour to glory, from weakneſſe 
to power, from a naturall body to be a 


| ſpirituall body, from earthy to be hea- 


venly, from being mortall to be immor- 


. { tall, and ſo as it may be truly ſaid, 


that fleſh and blood cannot inherit the 
Kinedome of God. And as he ſaith a- 
gaine z For we know that if our earthly . 
houſe of this Tabernacle were di olved® 
we have a building uf God, a houſe not 

made with hands, ciernall in the Hea- 


wvens, for in this we groan earneſtly, de- 


firing to be cloathed upon with our houſe 
which is from Heaven, 2. COT. 5. I, 2. 
And againe, For oxr converſation is itt 
Heaven, 


. 
2 
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Heaven, from whence we looke for the 
Saviour. the Lord Jeſns Chriſt who ſhall 
change onr vile body, that it may be fa- 
ſhioned like unto bis glorious body,Phil. 
3. 20, 21. And as Chriſt himſelfe ſaid 
to thoſe Saduces, who beleeved not 
the reſ{urreCtion of the body ( ſuppo- 
ſing then, that there muſt be marrying 
wives, and getting Children againe ) 


The Children of this world marry, and | 
are given in marriage, but they which | 
ſhall be accounted worthy to obtain that | 
world, and the ReſurreFioen from the | 
dead, neither marry nor are given in | 


marriage,neither can they dye any more, 
but they are equall unto the Angels, and 
are the Children of God, being the chil 


aren of the ReſurreFion, Luke 20. 34, } 
35, 36. So that great will be the difte- 
rence between the eſtate of this world * 
and that which is to come; There F#_ 
will be no more encreaſe of 4nan- | 
kinde ; Thoſe carnall defires will be | 
deſtroyed, and ſo will bellres and * 
meats alſo , as they are earthy and. z 


corrupt : And Death . and the ſting 
of Death which is ſanne, 
ſtroyed. 


wilt then be 865 | 
55. Queſtion. 
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55. Queſtion. 4 
!7 How is it then, that ſome people a- 
mong us doe ſay and teach, that every 
| | man hath a ſeed of holineſſe, and alight 
1 | in him,which they ſay is Chriſt whereby 
» | they may attaine t0 the reſurreFion 
| from the dead, and to the perfe@Fion of 
| bolineſſe, and to all thoſe things which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaktth of (in 1 Cor. 15.) 
10w in this preſent life and world, and 
fo be themſelves God and Chriſt, and 
| that they ought every one to beleeve,and 
waite for a working within them by 
that Jo and light, to the ſameend and 
' purpoſe. Anſwtr. _ 
 . This 1sa meere invention of the 
* Devill to deceive the people in theſe 
! latter times of the world; There is no 
' ſuch ſeed or light in any man, that can 
bring himto ſucha Lcizht of holineſle }. . 
. | bhereinthis life, or that can raiſe him 
. = upto ſuch a perfection or greatneſle, 


as they ſo boldly ſpeake of. And who- 
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. | foever giveth eare to their ſayings, 
_ * dothlay his heart open for the Devill 
to enter into it,” to poſſeſfe him with 
Tas evill ſpirits, to. delude him' with 

we 00 fome 


82 The Strait-Gate, 
ſome apprehenſions of high things to 
bring him to deſtruQion, as he did our 
D00re mother Eve, and would have 
done Chriſt himſelfe : It is true, There 
is a ſeed indeed in every mans heart, | 
a graine, that was firſt of all ſowen by}. 
that old Serpent in the heart of Adam 
and Eve, which hath increaſed aboun- 
dantly from that time'to this day, and | 
doth ſtill,as it is written 3 For the grain} 
- of evill ſeed hath been ſowen in the| 
beart of Adam from the beginning, and 
how much ungodlineſſe hath it brought | 
up unto this time, and how much ſhall it. 
bring forth untill the time of threſhing| 
come, &c. 4 Eſd.q. 30. 31,32. Andſj 
as he ſaith againe; But now the man-þ 
zers of men that are created in this} 
world that is made, are corrupted by a) 
perpetual! ſeed, and by a Law which il 
#nſearchable, 4 E1d.g. 10. Andasthe# | 

Apoſtle Paxl faith, Wherefore as by one || 
man ſin entred into the world,and death | 
by ſin; andſo death paſſed upon all men |, * 
for that all have ſinned, Rom,:5.12,13, k ; 
{ 


+ 


- 
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14. This kind of ſeed which cyrred| 
firſt into the world by Adams offence 
| (in 
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(in eating of the fruit of that Tree 
ir | which God forbad him to eate of or 
7e | touch ) This fin of his, with the know- 
re || ledge of good and evill which he got 
t, | thereby ( itbeing the law that Eſdras 
| ſpeakes of ) and which Pax therefore 
|| calleth The Law of ſinze and of Death 
1- | Rom. 8. 3. If this be the feed they 
d || fpeak of, then death is the effect there- 
a | of, as they may read and ſce. 

= 06 Queſtion.:. 

d& Is there not .4 light which Adam 
+ and Eve were lighted with, by the word 
4, of God which created them, and which 
| every man hath that cometh into the 
world? as it is written, Joh. 1. 
G / Anſwer. 
z There is alight wherewith Adaw 
* and Eve were lighted by the word of 
;; | God,when he created them; At which 
time: God ſaid unto them, Be aps 
: and multiply. and repleniſh the earth, 
| Gen. 1.28, This light was the light 
1: | of reafonand underſtanding, without. 
| which they couldmot have been capa- 
7} ble: of the Commandement of God, 
e | that forbid them to eate of. that Tree 
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of knowledge of good and evill,nor of 
_ any temptation by the Serpent, nor of 
© the knowledge of that holy and jult 
Law of God, which commandeth all 
good, and forbiddeth all evill ; nor cf | 
a promiſe of grace, nor of life or death | 
eternalFmore then a Beaſt ; But having | 
that light of reaſon and underſtanding | 
they were capable of all. This is that | 
light that's naturall in every mans con- | 
ſcience, whereof the Apoſtle Paul| 
ſpeaketh, ſaying, For when the Gentiles 
which have not the Law, doe by nature | 
the things cantayned in the Law, theſe | 
having not the Law..'are a Law unto 
themſelves, Which ſheweth the worke of 
the Law written in their hearts, their 
conſcience alſo bearing witneſſe, andſ# © 
their thoughts the mean while accu ſing 
or elſe excuſing one another, in tbe da 
when God ſhall judge: the ſecrets of all 
men by Jeſus Chriſt, Bom. 2. 14,15,16. 
57. Queition.. p 
Ts not this light that true light ſpoke 
of,1 Johng? *'4mlwer. F 
_. No,It1snot 3 Fhis light of reaſon} 
10 nature, doth make-man capable. of | * 
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| of God, reigning with him, and ſhall 
 - come from thence at the laſt :day, to 
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underſtanding.' what that grue hg ht is 
when it is declared -of God by his word 
ſpoken or written, or by his werks ; 


| That was and is the true light which 
| John the -» ph was ſent of God to 


bear witnefle of, and to prepare his 
way, he by whom the world was made,as 


| it 1s written, John I. 3. 7, 8,9, 10. 


Even. Jeſus Chriſt that was born of the 
Virgin ary, that was put to death at + 
Jeruſalem upon a Croſle of wood, and. 
role againe from the dead the third 
day; In whoſe name repentance and 
remiſſion of ſins was , and 1s to be 
preached among all Nations 3, He that 
aſcended into Heaven, and ſitteth at 
the right hand of God, in the Throne 


judge the quick and the dead. He on- 
ly is that true light, from whom and 
by whomall men have their natura!] 
life and light of reaſon and under- 
ſtanding ; And by whomalſo, and for 
whole ſake, all thoſe that repent and 


! bclecvein him, do receive forgiveneſs 
8 of their fins, peace, lgve, and rECONCct- 
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lation with God, now in this preſent 
time, ſealed in their hearts by the Spi- 
rit of God; And an aflured hope of 
the Reſurrection of their body, of life, | 
of Joy and Glory everiaſting in the | 
world to come. | | 
_ $8. Queſtion, 

' , Tr whit caſe then are they, that hold 
all perfetion of holineſſe, reſurreFion, 
ſalvation, and glory whatſoever to be 
fulfilled in them here in thas preſent life | 
and world? Anſwer. F 
_ Their caſe is worſe then the Fowles |: 
of the Air, or the Fiſh of the Sea, or} 
Beaſts of the Earth, for they all when | 
they dye are free from all ſorrow and | 
pain 3 but thoſe people, though they | 
ncither hope, nor looke for any falva- | 
tion, joy, or glory hereafter ; yet that | 
Tight of reaſon and underſtanding | 
which they have in them, will be as a 
worme that dyeth not, biting upon 
their conſciences for ever, if they re-| 

nt not of this their great -evill 
wherewith the Devil hath bewitched | 
them, as it will be alfo on all *the un- } 
godly perſons, that obey not tHe truth | 
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which bath been declared unto them, 
59. Queſtion. | 

Is there not a reſurreFion,and a per- 
fedtion that ſome people do attaine unto 
here in this life, and have the Seed of 
God remaining in them. 

Anſwer. 

There is a Reſurrection and perfe- 
tion that ſome people doe attaine un- 
to here in this like 3 And they are only 
thoſe that receive tbe true light Jeſus 
Chriſt, that repent and beleeve in hims, 
That. are barne. of God, and renewed in 
the ſpirit of their mind; Who minde 
heavenly things, and not earthly Who 
ſeeke thoſe things that are above, and 
preſſe hard toward the marke for the 
prize of the high calling of God which js 
7niChriſt Jeſs z even for that perfe@i- 
on, and reſurrection, and change that 
ſhall:be at the laſt day, ſpoken of by 
Paul, 1 Cor. 15. and Philzp. 3. 20,21. 
Theſe grape who are ſo born of God, 


ſo renewed, ſo heavenly minded, and 


_ doe preſſe ſo. hard toward the marke 


for the prize ec. doth the Apoſtle in 
the next verſe count perfect, ſaying, : 
| G 4. Lex . : 


=: The Srait-Gate. 

'- Let ws therefore as many as be perfe@ be 
thus minded, Philip.3.15. and in I Cor. 
2. 6. We ſpeake wiſdome among ther 
that are perf:&, and they are ſaid to be |. 
riſſen with Chriſt, Coloſl. 2.12. and | 

3. 1. And to have their part iz the 
firſt reſurreFion , Rev. 20.5, 6. and 
theſe have the Seed of God remaining 
in them. 60. Queſtion. "9 
 How3s it then that the Apoſtle John 
ſaith, Whoſoever is born of God, doth 
not commit ſin, for his Seed remaineth | 
in him, and he cannot ſin, becauſe he is | 
born of God? - Anſwer. ' * | 
_ Here we are to underſtand, that as þ 
this birth from above is not by the will | 
or fleſh of man, but by, the power and | 
Spirit of God ; So that which is born of | 
- the Spirit, is not fleſh and blood; 'but # 
the Spirit and mind of man, as Chrift | 
ſaith, That which is borne of the Spirit | 
3s Spirit, Joh. 3. 13.” $0 theſe words, | 
IT hoſoever is born of God, doth not com- | 
mit ſin, for his ſeed remaineth in him,. | 
or can ſin, becauſe he is born of God) 
I Joh. 3.9. Muſt bz underſtood of the | 
Spirit and mince of himthat 1s phenr'y. 
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and not of the fleth; And therefore, 
The ſame Apoſtle Johr: being himſelfe 
( before he wrote this Epiſtle ) a man 
born of God,and having the ſame Seed 
remaining in him 3 ſaith, 7f we ſay that 
we have no ſin, we deceive our ſelves, 
and the truth is not in us, &c. Joh. 1. 
8,9. So Johx in his mind, his ſoule, 
having the Seed, the Spirit of God in 
him, did not therein commit linne 3 
And if he ſhould ( therefore) have ſaid 


þ | that he had no ſin, he would have 


made himſelfe a lier, and one that had 
not the truth in him, becauſe he had 
ſin dwelling in his fleſh, as he ſaith, Tf 
any man ſin, we have an Advocate with - 
the Father, &c. | 
61. Queſtion. Ig 
Doth not the Apoſtle Paul alſo declare 
| theſe things very cleerly, ſpeaking of 
F himſelf. Rom. 7. BEE 

Anſwer. - 

Yea he doth, it being his own caſe 
alſo, where he ſaith, 7 k-ow that in me 
(that 3s, in my fleſh) dwelleth no good 
things for to will is preſent with mes 
But how to performe that which'is good, 

| | - $0 
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IT find not. for the good that Twould, 1 
do not > but the evill which I would not, 
that I doe : Now If I doe that T would 
»0t.it 3s no more Ithat do it,but fin that 
dwelleth in mes, I find then a Law, that 
when: I would doe good, evill is preſent | 
with me - For 1 delight in the Law of | 
God, after the inward man 5 but I ſee 
another Law in my members, warring a- 
gainſt the Law of my mind, and bring-| 
zng me into Captivity to the Law of ſin, 
whith is inmy members. O wretched | 
man that Ianm,who ſhall deliver me from | 
the body of this death; I thanke God| 
#brough Jeſws Chriſt our Lord. $0 then} 
with my mind, I my ſelfe ſerve the Law|} 
of God, but in wy fleſh the Law of ſon, | 
Rom. 7. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25.| 
Here we may-ſce plainly, what it was | 
1n Pax] that finned , or wherein ſin 
dweltznot in his inward man, his mind, 
his Spirit that was born of the Spirit of | 
God;but the Law or power of {in that ' 
dwelt in his fleſh, and bare rule in his 
members, which led his holy minde 
(net willingly )but as a Captive to fin; 
Sothathe was no more a ſervant to fin, Þ 
ad 
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as in former times,but a true and faith- 
ful ſervant of God,loving and delight- 


ing in his Law, and covenant of grace 


| intheLord Jeſus Chriſt,unto whomhe 


giveth thanks,beleeving aſſuredly that | 


| he ſhould be delivered by him, in that 


day of his coming in glory, as he faid 
Philip. 3. 20, 21. And therefore he 
ſaith, There is ns condemnation to then . 
which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walke not 
after the fleſh,but after the Spirit,Rom. 
8. 1. And Paul before he wrote : this 
Epiſtle, wasa man born of God., and 
one that had the ſeed,the'Spirit of God 
remaining in him, which no man ever 
had, or can have, but he that 1s bornof 
God. from above of water and of the 
Spirit. Therefore whoſoever ſhall 


teach or perſwade that there is a Seed 


or light in every man that comethiinto 
the world, that may or can bring him 
to thatiperfe&ion-& Reſurrection from 
the'dead, whereof the Apoſtle '{peak- 
eth, I Cor. 15. Philip. 3. I1, 12, 13, 
I4, 20, 21. Heb. 6.1. Heb. 11. 48.) 


he 1s a lyer, he is a deceiver whatſoe- 
ver he be, Prieſt of Kome, Preacher in 


England, 


DJ 
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Ezeland, Familiſt, Ranter, Quaker, 
Bemeniſt or other. And whereas they 


ſay that the ſeed or light-they ſpeake. 
of is. God or Chriſt,they do blaſphene 


againſt God and Chriſt. 
Br 62. Queſtion. | 


what is the capſe or ground of this | 


their error and evill ſayings © 
Anſwer. 


O02 


It-is the hardneſle of their unrepens- | 
tant, and unbeleeving hearts, concern- | 
ing the grace of. God in and through | 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his coming in the | 
fleſh,;his dEeMth,reſurre&tion, and aſcen- | 


ſion into heaven, and his coming from | 


thence in the glory of God the Father þ 
to judge the quick and the dead, who | 
ſhall then ariſe from thedead at the laſt Þ 


day,as the Scriptures doe plainly de- | 


clare; their unrepentance and unbelief | 
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of theſe things, is one chiefe cauſe and 


ground of their error and blaſphemies. þ 


And their giving eare and beleeving 
thoſe Philoſophers of the Greeks and 
Romans, who belecved not any of all 


thoſe things concerning the Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt, nor that there {hould be any | 
| Puclurrection 
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Reſurrefion of the body from the 
dead, but muſt ceaſe in the. earth for 
ever, from whence 1t came, and. the 
© | ſoule or ſpirit of man (which oneof 
| them, Pithegoras: by name faith) is 
| either God, or the Spirit of God, and 
- | goe into God, and ceaſe in him. So 
according to theſe Philoſophers , doe 
the Familifts, Ranters, Quakers, Be- 
| meniſts beleeve, and teach ; And what 
{ comfort or hope of any happinetle_ to 
\ | come, 1s there 1a this doctrine 3 for a 
, | mantobe and remaine eternally as he 
} was before he came intozthe world, _ 
* andwho cantell what that was; It is 
true, Chriſt could ſay unto God his _ 
Father, And now, 0 Father,glorifie thou 
, | mewith thine own ſelfe, with the glor 
| | which T had with thee before the world 
- | w4s, Joh. 17. But could or can any 
man elſe ſay ſo? take heed. of pride 
” andblaſphemy, for ſome of themſay 
* plainly, that every man, yea every 
 thingis God; And that whatſoever 
{ hath had a beginning, muſt- have an 
| end, and ceaſe in God, and be God, 
| andnothing remain but God 3 ſfodoth 
- bemen 
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Bemen ſpeake, for ſaith he, Before the 
time of this world, there was nothing 
but God from eternity, and after this 
world, there will be nothing but God in 


eternity, in the 93. page of his booke; | 


called the T hreefold life of man, and } 
H. N. in the 34 Chapter of his Joyfull | 
meflage of the Kingdome, hath theſe 
words, And through the hearty merci- 
fullneſſe of his love wrought a great and 
wonderfull worke upon earth out of his 
holy heaven, andraiſed up meH.N.the 
leaft armrong all the holy ones of God, 
which lay altogether dead, without 
breath. or life among the dead, from the 
death & made me alive through Chriſt, 
as alſo anoynted me with his godly be- 
ing, Manned himſelf with me,and God- 
ded mewith hin to a living Tabernacle, 
&c.Thele arethe words of H.N.where- 
by he doth plainly diſcover the pride 
andwickednefle of his heart, and blaſ- | 
phemy againſt God,and againſt Chriſt. | 
Feel true chriſtian people therefore 
take heed of giving eartothoſe ſpirits 
of witchery, left they be deceived.,and 
periſh for ever 3 let them give care 


unto 
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unto the word of the Lord, & beleeve 
aſſuredly, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is | 


5 

© | riſen from the dead, and aſcended into 
2 | heaven, and is glorified with God the 
! 


> | Father,at his right hand,and ſhall come 
from thence in the glory of God, with 
| all his holy Angels, to Judge both the 
© | quick & the dead, & to reign for ever 
- | with all his Redeewed in the world to 
# | come, when God will make all things | 
| new, according as he hath promiſed, 
* | Tſa.65, & 66.& 2 Pet.3. & Rev. 21.& 
) 22, | 
Unto God the Father therefore 
| ( who hath ſo loved and choſen - 
; | them) and to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt - 
| (whohathſo dearly bought them) be 
all honour and glory , power , praiſe, 
and thanksgiving for ever and ever, 
world without end, Amer. 
| Rev. 22. I4. | 
| Bleſſed are they that doe his Com- 
| mandments, that they may haveright to 
the Tree of Life, and may enter im _. 
through the Gates into the City. 3 


